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Chien Shiung Wu (1912–1997)
Chien Shiung Wu was a Chinese American experimental physicist
best known for conducting The Wu experiment that bears her
name. The experiment’s purpose was to establish whether or not
the Law of Conservation Parity which was observed in strong
interactions, also applied to weak interactions. If P-conservation
were true, a mirrored version of the world (where left is right
and right is left) would behave as the mirror image of the
current world. The experiment showed that the conservation of
parity was violated by the weak interaction and it was possible
to distinguish between a mirrored variation of the world and the
mirror image of the current world. This discovery earned Wu the
Wolf Prize in Physics in 1978.
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