
Our people
288 highly qualified specialist sta� work on the 
creation of Nature and the Nature-branded research 
journals’ exceptional primary content every day. 

The paper pipeline
Over 60,000 manuscripts are read and assessed 
for quality and integrity at Nature and the 
Nature-branded research journals each year.

INSIDE
NATURE
Since 1869, Nature – and 
later the Nature-branded 
research journals – has 
championed scienti�c 
work, identifying and 
publishing research that 
makes major advances 
within a research �eld, 
partnering with 
researchers from across 
the globe to bring their 
most signi�cant work to 
the widest possible 
audience. 

Curation & 
enhancement
Our editors assess and select the 
most important research to 
publish, working with authors and 
reviewers to deliver significant 
improvements to manuscripts. 
These rigorous and labour-
intensive review processes 
represent about half of our total 
investment in the journals.

Transparency & 
open research
Our journals are committed to
innovating to improve transparency, 
open research practices, rigour and 
reproducibility.

Data and code availability
We support communities by ensuring code 
and data deposition with the publication of 
the paper to maximize transparency and reuse. 
Our active encouragement of data deposition 
has boosted data availability associated 
with published papers from around 
50% to over 80% in some disciplines.

Protocols
We encourage authors to submit 
associated protocols to the Protocol 
Exchange, an open sharing platform.  
These provide valuable detailed 
reporting on the analytical and 
experimental design as well as 
statistical analyses.

Reporting standards

of surveyed Nature authors felt our 
checklist had significantly improved 
reporting of statistics within papers 
published in Nature.

83% 

In 2013, we introduced a mandatory 
reporting checklist requiring details of 
analytical and experimental design as well 
as statistical analyses.

Innovation in peer review
•  Code peer review 
•  Ethics and biosecurity peer review
•  Publishing peer review comments alongside  
   the paper
•  Formal recognition of the contribution made
   by peer reviewers by publishing their names
   alongside the papers should they wish us
   to do so
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38 Art, Production & Copy-editing 
sta� make research as accessible, 
readable and engaging as possible.

46 Editorial 
Assistants support 
authors and 
reviewers through 
every stage of the 
publication process.

3 Press O�icers work with 
authors and journalists to 
ensure exceptional work is 
communicated accurately 
to a wide global audience.

       Our 201 professional Editors, all PhD- 
trained and previously active researchers, 
are solely focused on the task of seeking out 
and curating the very best in science. Our 
editors are still immersed in the world of 
research, keeping abreast of the latest 
developments in their disciplines and 
engaging with researchers from institutions 
worldwide, while maintaining an impartial 
approach to all submissions.

4,477
papers guided to 
acceptance by editors 
in Nature and the 
Nature-branded 
research journals 

10,165
papers sent for 
peer review

67,380
manuscripts
assessed
in 2021

4,611
manuscripts 
published in our 
portfolio after transfer

18,839
papers transferred 
to be assessed for 
publication in 
another Nature 
Research journal

We always �nd with publishing in Nature 
that the entire process is undertaken to 
the highest standards.”
Associate Professor in the United Kingdom

“

4,022 
published 
open access

547
published 
open access



Audience and usage
We help researchers gain the audience 
their most significant work deserves so 
that it is read, understood and built upon. 

Data sources
• Citation data from SN Insights
  for primary articles published
  in 2018 
• Altmetrics data from Altmetric 
• Institutional downloads use 
  COUNTER data
• Nature Research sta� numbers 
  from 2021
• Nature Research manuscript 
  numbers from 2021

*Parts of the Springer portfolio 
have been used to provide 
comparison data for a typical 
journal

Image credits
David Muenker/Alamy; 
SALAS/EPA-EFE/Shutterstock; Rolf 
Hicker Photography/Alamy Stock 
Photo; Jasiek Krzysztofiak/Nature

12,499
Downloads

143
Citations8.5

173
Altmetrics6 459

Nature and 
the Nature- 
branded
research 
journals

Typical
journal*

Community 
engagement
We are committed to truly
engaging with and understanding 
the academic community, and
supporting initiatives that advance 
transparency, integrity and 
appropriate recognition.

Reach & 
impact
Our publication platform 
nature.com and international press 
team ensure researchers’ best 
work gains the widest and most 
relevant audience. Around 50% of 
our investment is post-accept and 
focused on making research as 
accessible, discoverable and wide 
reaching as possible. 

Research that influences
and innovates 
Articles published in Nature and 
the Nature-branded research 
journals received 16,479 mentions 
in policy documents and 390,238 
patents in the past year. 

A spatial overview of the global importance
of Indigenous lands for conservation
by Stephen Garnett in Nature Sustainability has 
featured in more than 45 policy documents, including 
those from Food and Agriculture Organization of the 
United Nations, the International Union for 
Conservation of Nature and the UK Parliament.

Working in partnership
We give our backing to 
research community 
initiatives including 
ORCID, DORA, TOP 
Guidelines and COPE and 
integrate them into our 
editorial and publishing 
processes.   

Research that is news
In 2021 our dedicated international press team worked to support the publication 
of over 100,000 news stories, supporting authors in reaching researchers, 
policymakers and the general public with accurately and clearly reported news.

Evidence for European 
presence in the Americas in 
AD 1021 by Margot Kuitems et 
al. in Nature was covered in 
over 1,500 news reports 
including the BBC News, Le 
Figaro, National Geographic 
and the Frankfurter Allgemeine.

On average, papers in Nature 
and the Nature-branded 
research journals are cited 
around 17  times more and 
downloaded by institutional 
users around 27 times more 
than papers in typical journals.

A catalogue of the 
diverse cells types in 
a mamalian brain. A 
collection of papers 
by the NIH’s Brain 
Research through 
Advancing Innovative 
Neurotechnologies 
(BRAIN) Initiative Cell 
Census Network 
(BICCN) featured in 
over 378 news 
stories, including 
mentions in several 
major news outlets, 
such as NPR, AP and 
Der Spiegel.

9,655,511
Twitter mentions

194,707
Facebook mentions

124,834
Blog mentions

3,556
Weibo mentions

Research that gets talked about
Articles published in Nature and the Nature-branded 
research journals in the past year received:

Alongside in-person meetings, our editors 
have developed digital outreach options to 
support and deepen our close relationships 
with researchers and expand our networks 
to ensure greater inclusivity.”
Deborah Sweet, VP Editorial, Nature Journals

“

The burden of heat-related 
mortality attributable to recent 
human-induced climate change by 
Ana Maria Vicedo Cabrera in Nature 
Climate Change was covered in 
over 1,500 news reports including 
The Guardian, El Pais, abc News 
and The Washington Post.

Community engagement
In 2021 our editors:

attended 621 scientific conferences

gave 161 presentations

made 1,066 lab visits


