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The value of publishing null results

Springer Nature has published the results of a global survey asking
researchers across the globe to share their perceptions and attitudes >
to null results and experiences of sharing them. 7

Null results are prevalent and valued

Null results, also known as ‘negative results’ or ‘inconclusive results’,
are outcomes that do not confirm the hypothesis of a research project.
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How are null results being shared?

Amongst those who had published null results in journals
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Experiences of publishing null results
were mostly positive, but risks remain

Amongst those who had published null results in journals
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The top 5 benefits experienced by those who have published
null resultsin ajournal

Inspired a new hypothesis or methodology in D 39%

relation to the research topic
Helped identify issues with the methodology D 29%
Prevented the duplication of unnecessary research D 28%

Positive impacton my career D 20%
Positive impact on my reputationin the field P 20%

The 5 main concerns about publishing null results

Null results are unlikely to be accepted for T 69%
publication by journals

| don’t know how to submit null results to a journal T 529%
My co-authors / research group would not wish to [ 37%

share null results
Concerns | may be viewed negatively by my peers D 35%
Itis too time consuming I 32%

Recommendations based on the survey data
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Read the white paper

stories.springernature.com/the-state-of-null-results-white-paper
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