
The benefits of 
publishing null results
Why should you publish your null, negative,  
or inconclusive results with Discover?

Over half of respondents felt that sharing null results 
increases the likelihood of improving methodology 
and/or enables others to build on research.   

What researchers say about publishing null results 

Top five benefits for researchers 

Why publish 
with Discover? 

Help shift the 
culture toward 
transparency 

and 
reproducibility 

Let’s normalise publishing null results 

Share your findings with Discover and be part  
of a more open and reliable research future.  
Explore all Discover journals.

Almost two thirds believe null 
results can inspire new hypotheses 
or methodologies  
prevent the duplication of 
unnecessary research 
  
and/or increase transparency  
in research.

1 3

2 4

5

Contributing to 
scientific transparency 
Researchers reported positive 
feedback and recognition for 
sharing complete datasets.

Stimulating new 
research questions 
Null results led to follow-up 
studies, collaborations, or 
refined hypotheses. 

Supporting open 
science practices 
Researchers experienced 
increased alignment with 
institutional or funder 
mandates, improving 
compliance and credibility. 

Enhancing personal 
credibility 
Some found that sharing 
null results strengthened 
their reputation for 
transparency and rigor. 

Receiving constructive 
peer feedback

Publishing null results opened up 
opportunities for dialogue that 
improved future research design. 

Out of 11,069 respondents:

recognise the benefits 
of sharing null results 

98% 
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We welcome  
all valid results, 
not just positive 

findings 

Our process 
values 

methodological 
soundness  

over novelty 

Your research, 
including 

null results, 
reaches a global 

audience 

Inclusive 
scope  

Fast & 
transparent 
peer review  

Open access 
and visibility 

Contribute 
to scientific 

integrity  

Recently, Springer Nature surveyed  researchers in 166 countries about 
the benefits of publishing null results.  

These are benefits that respondents personally encountered after sharing null results.
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Key findings from The State of Null Results survey.

https://link.springer.com/brands/discover/journals
https://stories.springernature.com/the-state-of-null-results-white-paper/main-findings/benefits/index.html

