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Table 1. Characteristics of survey participants (n=218). Absolute numbers are given in brackets. 
Numbers may not add up to 100% due to rounding error or missing values. Abbreviations: d, diverse; f, 
female; m, male; n/a, not applicable. 

 Physicians Biologists Physicists All 
Participants 51% (89) 27% (59) 32% (70) 100% (218) 

Age     
<20 years 1% (1) 0% (0) 0% (0) 1% (1) 

21-25 years 7% (6) 7% (4) 23% (16) 12% (26) 
26-30 years 30% (27) 34% (20) 27% (19) 30% (66) 
31-35 years 42% (37) 17% (10) 20% (14) 28% (61) 
36-40 years 10% (9) 22% (13) 20% (14 17% (36) 
>40 years 10% (9) 20% (12) 10% (7) 13% (28) 

Sex     

f:m:d 42%:56%:0% (37:50:0) 73%:27%:0% (43:16:0) 43%:53%:1% 
(30:37:1) 

51%:47%:1% (110:103:1) 

Highest academic degree     
Student 9% (8) 0% (0) 6% (4) 6% (12) 

Graduate1 34% (30) 46% (27) 67% (47) 48% (104) 
Dr.med. (MD) 49% (44) n/a n/a 20% (44) 

Dr.rer.nat n/a 42% (25) 26% (18) 20% (43) 
Habilitation 8% (7) 8% (5) 0% (0) 6% (12) 

Associate Professor 0% (0) 3% (2) 1% (1) 1% (3) 
Contract     

Fixed-term 76% (68) 75% (44) 56% (39) 69% (151) 
permanent 24% (21) 25% (15) 44% (31) 31% (67) 

Member of a professional society     

yes:no 87%:13% (77:12) 66%:37% (39:20) 54%:46% 
(38:32) 

71%:29% (154:64) 

1 Includes graduated physicians without doctoral thesis. 
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