Supplementary Table 4 Baseline characteristics after propensity score matching with rib fixation within 72 hours
	Variable



	Nonoperative (n=53)*
	Rib fixation (n=53)*
	SMD**


	Age (mean ±SD)
	64.1 ±14
	63.5 ±13.8
	0.044

	Male (n, %)
	41 (77.6)
	40 (75.6)
	0.047

	ASA-score (n, %)
	
	
	0.037

	   1-2
	37 (70)
	38 (71.7)
	

	   >2
	16 (30)
	15 (28.3)
	

	BMI
	27.2 ±4.6
	26.9 ±4.5
	0.081

	COPD (n, %)
	2 (3.9)
	2 (4.1)
	0.008

	Current smoker (n, %)
	7 (14)
	9 (17.1)
	0.086

	Trauma mechanism (n, %)
	
	
	0.083

	   MVA
	29 (54.1)
	29 (55.2)
	

	   Fall
	18 (34.7)
	17 (31.6)
	

	   Other
	6 (11.2)
	7 (13.2)
	

	ISS (mean ±SD)
	18.0 ±7.3
	18.2 ±8.0
	0.027

	TTSS (mean ±SD)
	10.2 ±3.0
	10.3 ±3.2
	0.035

	AIS (median, IQR)
	
	
	

	   Head
	0 (0-2)
	0 (0-1)
	0.013

	   Face
	0 (0-0)
	0 (0-0)
	0.046

	   Thorax
	3 (3-3)
	3 (3-3)
	0.017

	   Abdomen
	0 (0-0)
	0 (0-0)
	0.039

	   Extremities
	2 (0-2)
	2 (1-2)
	0.066

	No. of rib fractures (median, IQR)
	8 (7-10)
	8 (7-11)
	0.036

	Severe fracture pattern (n, %)
	25 (47.4)
	24 (45.5)
	0.038

	Bilateral rib fractures (n, %)
	12 (23.5)
	14 (26.9)
	0.077

	Concomitant (thoracic) injuries (n, %)
	
	
	

	   Pulmonary contusion (n, %)
	24 (47.4)
	27 (51.5)
	0.082

	   Pneumothorax (n, %)
	37 (69.7)
	38 (71.6)
	0.042

	   Hemothorax (n, %)
	23 (43.3)
	23 (43.3)
	<0.001

	   Sternum fracture (n, %)
	7 (13)
	6 (12.3)
	0.023

	   Clavicle fracture (n, %)
	11 (20.1)
	11 (20.5)
	0.009

	Blood pH (mean ±SD)
	7.36 ±0.06
	7.36 ±0.07
	0.030

	Base excess (mean ±SD)
	-0.87 ±3.6
	-0.87 ±3.1
	0.002
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*Numbers indicate the average of 25 matched imputed sets, SMD standardized mean difference, **SMD <0.1 indicates adequate matching, ASA American society of anesthesiologists, Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease, ISS injury severity score, MVA motor vehicle accident, AIS abbreviated injury score, IQR interquartile range, SD standard deviation, TTSS thoracic trauma severity score
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