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	Body positioning may change IAP by altering the zero reference for IAP measurement and/or the external forces on the abdominal cavity [[1-5]].  

Evidence Summary:
	In order to reduce the risk of aspiration and nosocomial/ventilator-associated pneumonia, critically ill patients should generally be maintained in a head-up position [[6-8]].  However, in a prospective observational study of 37 critically ill patients, head of bed increases were significantly associated with IAP, with IAP being 7.4 mmHg higher at 45 degrees head of bed elevation as compared to when the patient was supine [[2]].  A subsequent multicenter, prospective cohort study that included 132 critically ill patients similarly reported that the bias between IAP supine and IAP at 30 degrees head of bed elevation was 2.7 mmHg (95% CI, 3.4 to 4.0) [[1]].  Moreover, although prone body positioning has also been reported to increase IAP [[9, 10]], this effect may be dependent on the method of proning and the degree of abdominal compliance [[4]].  

Recommendation:
	The WSACS SUGGESTS that the potential contribution of body position in elevating IAP be considered in patients with IAH or ACS (GRADE 2D) (Management Suggestion 3).

Rationale:
	The WSACS previously recognized the potential contribution of body position to IAP elevation. However, body positioning has never been studied in relation to patient-important outcomes. 
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