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	Intra-abdominal sepsis (IAS) is a particularly devastating and common form of sepsis associated with development of IAH/ACS [[1-3]].  

Evidence Summary: 
	Previous attempts to ameliorate this risk by routinely employing an open abdomen solely to facilitate future routine “wash-outs” have not proved beneficial [[4-6]], and have resulted in greater costs across different subgroups and disease courses [[7, 8]].  

Reccomendation:
	The WSACS SUGGESTS NOT routinely utilizing the open abdomen for those patients with severe intra-peritoneal contamination undergoing laparotomy for emergency surgery unless IAH is a specific concern (Management Suggestion 8; GRADE 2B).  

Rationale:
	While IAP surveillance is required, prophylactic open abdominal management is not mandated in the setting of intra-abdominal sepsis without physiologic exhaustion.
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