	Supplementary Table 1 Search Strings, by Database

	Pubmed (∞ - 2013)

Search Strategy

((((((((Critical Care [Mesh]) OR Intensive Care Units [Mesh]) OR critical care* [tiab]) OR intensive care* [tiab]) OR special care unit* [tiab])) AND (((((((((((Patient Discharge [Mesh]) OR Patient Transfer [Mesh]) OR discharg* [tiab]) OR transfer* [tiab]) OR transition* [tiab]) OR handover* [tiab]) OR hand over* [tiab]) OR handoff*[tiab]) OR hand off*[tiab]) OR signout*[tiab]) OR sign out*[tiab])) AND ((((((((((((((((Randomized Controlled Trial [PT]) OR Controlled Clinical Trial [PT]) OR Evaluation Studies [PT]) OR Intervention Studies [Mesh]) OR Comparative Study [PT]) OR time series [tiab]) OR before after [tiab]) OR (((before and after [tiab])))) OR random [tiab]) OR randomized [tiab]) OR randomised [tiab]) OR compare [tiab]) OR compared [tiab]) OR comparison [tiab]) OR effect [tiab]) OR effects [tiab])) AND ((((((((((((((((((((intervention* [tiab]) OR tool* [tiab]) OR strategy [tiab]) OR strategies [tiab]) OR program* [tiab]) OR instrument* [tiab]) OR guideline* [tiab]) OR protocol [tiab]) OR protocols [tiab]) OR liaison* [tiab]) OR reconciliation [tiab]) OR checklist* [tiab]) OR policy [tiab]) OR policies [tiab]) OR standard [tiab]) OR standards [tiab]) OR (((planned [tiab]) OR planning [tiab]) AND discharge*[tiab])) OR ((((letter* [tiab]) OR summar* [tiab]) OR note* [tiab]) AND discharge* [tiab])) OR ((((letter* [tiab]) OR summar* [tiab]) OR note* [tiab]) AND transfer* [tiab])) OR (((process* [tiab]) OR practice* [tiab]) AND redesign* [tiab]))

Hits: 2830

	CINAHL (∞ - 2013)

Search Strategy

((MH "Critical Care+" OR MH "Intensive Care Units, Neonatal" OR MH "Intensive Care Units+" OR MH "Intensive Care Units, Pediatric+" OR MH "Intensive Care, Neonatal+" OR MH "Neonatal Intensive Care Nursing" OR AB intensive care* OR AB special care unit* OR AB critical care*) AND (MH "Patient Discharge+" OR MH "Transfer, Discharge" OR MH "Hand Off (Patient Safety)+" OR AB discharg* OR AB transfer* OR AB transition* OR AB handover* OR AB hand over* OR AB handoff* OR AB hand off* OR AB signout* OR AB sign out*) AND (MH "Comparative Studies" OR MH "Quasi-Experimental Studies+" OR MH "Quantitative Studies" OR MH "Qualitative Studies+" OR MH "Experimental Studies+" OR MH "Triple-Blind Studies" OR MH "Static Group Comparison" OR MH "Solomon Four-Group Design" OR MH "Single-Blind Studies" OR MH "Pretest-Posttest Design+" OR MH "One-Shot Case Study" OR MH "Nonrandomized Trials" OR MH "Factorial Design" OR MH "Double-Blind Studies" OR MH "Community Trials" OR MH "Clinical Trials+" OR AB time series OR AB before after OR AB before and after OR AB random OR AB randomized OR AB compare OR AB compared OR AB comparison OR AB effect OR AB effects) AND (MH "Practice Guidelines" OR MH "Practice Guidelines" OR MH "Protocols+" OR MH "Nurse Liaison" OR MH "Medication Reconciliation" OR MH "Checklists" OR AB intervention* OR AB tool* OR AB strategy OR AB strategies OR AB program* OR AB instrument* OR AB guideline* OR AB protocol OR AB protocols OR AB liaison* OR AB reconciliation OR AB reconciliation OR AB checklist* OR AB policy OR AB policies OR AB standard OR AB standards OR (AB planned OR AB planning AND AB discharge*) OR (AB letter* OR AB summar* OR AB note* AND AB discharge*) OR (AB letter* OR AB summar* OR AB note* AND AB transfer*) OR (AB practice* OR AB process* AND AB redesign*)))

Hits: 1210

	PsycInfo (∞ - 2013)

Search Strategy

(intensive care/ OR critical care$ OR intensive care$ OR special care unit$) AND (client transfer/ OR (patient$ AND discharge$) OR (patient$ AND transfer$) OR (patient$ AND transition$) OR (care$ AND transition$) OR handover$ OR hand over$ OR handoff$ OR hand off$ OR signout$ OR sign out$) AND (clinical trials/ OR time series OR before after OR before and after OR random OR randomi?ed OR compare OR compared OR comparison OR effect OR effects) AND (((process$ OR practice$) AND redesign$) OR ((letter$ OR summar$ OR note$) AND transfer$) OR ((letter$ OR summar$ OR note$) AND discharge$) OR ((planned OR planning) AND discharge$) OR (standard AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (standards AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (policy AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (policies AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (checklist$ AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (reconciliation AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (liaison$ AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (protocol AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (protocols AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (guideline$ AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (instrument AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (program$ AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (strategy AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (strategies AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (tool$ AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)) OR (intervention$ AND (discharge OR transfer OR transition OR handover OR hand over OR handoff OR hand off OR signout OR sign out)))

Hits: 86

	Cochrane Library (∞ - 2013)

Search Strategy

((MeSH descriptor: [Critical Care] explode all trees OR MeSH descriptor: [Intensive Care Units] explode all trees OR "critical" next care*:ti,ab,kw OR "intensive" next care*:ti,ab,kw OR "special" next "care" next unit*:ti,ab,kw) AND (MeSH descriptor: [Patient Discharge] explode all trees OR MeSH descriptor: [Patient Transfer] explode all trees OR discharg*:ti,ab,kw OR transfer*:ti,ab,kw OR transition*:ti,ab,kw OR handover*:ti,ab,kw OR "hand" next over*:ti,ab,kw OR handoff*:ti,ab,kw OR "hand" next off*:ti,ab,kw OR signout*:ti,ab,kw OR "sign" next out*:ti,ab,kw) AND (randomized next "controlled trial":pt OR "controlled clinical trial":pt OR "evaluation studies":pt OR MeSH descriptor: [Intervention Studies] explode all trees OR "comparative study":pt OR "time series":ti,ab,kw OR "before after":ti,ab,kw OR "before and after":ti,ab,kw OR "random":ti,ab,kw OR "randomised":ti,ab,kw OR "randomized":ti,ab,kw OR "compare":ti,ab,kw OR "compared":ti,ab,kw OR "comparison":ti,ab,kw OR "effect":ti,ab,kw OR "effects":ti,ab,kw) AND (intervention*:ti,ab,kw OR tool*:ti,ab,kw OR "strategy":ti,ab,kw OR "strategies":ti,ab,kw OR program*:ti,ab,kw OR instrument*:ti,ab,kw OR guideline*:ti,ab,kw OR "protocol":ti,ab,kw OR "protocols":ti,ab,kw OR liaison*:ti,ab,kw OR "reconciliation":ti,ab,kw OR checklist*:ti,ab,kw OR "policy":ti,ab,kw OR "policies":ti,ab,kw OR "standard":ti,ab,kw OR "standards":ti,ab,kw OR (("planned":ti,ab,kw OR "planning":ti,ab,kw) AND discharge*:ti,ab,kw) OR ((letter*:ti,ab,kw OR summar*:ti,ab,kw OR note*:ti,ab,kw) AND discharge*:ti,ab,kw) OR ((letter*:ti,ab,kw OR summar*:ti,ab,kw OR note*:ti,ab,kw) AND transfer*:ti,ab,kw) OR ((process*:ti,ab,kw OR practice*:ti,ab,kw) AND redesign*:ti,ab,kw)))

Hits: 488

	EMBASE (∞ - 2013)

Search Strategy

((critical care/ OR intensive care unit/ OR critical care$.ti,ab,kw. OR intensive care$.ti,ab,kw. OR special care unit$.ti,ab,kw.) AND (patient discharge/ OR patient transfer/ OR (patient.ti,ab,kw. AND discharge$.ti,ab,kw.) OR (patient.ti,ab,kw. AND transfer$.ti,ab,kw.) OR (patient.ti,ab,kw. AND transition$.ti,ab,kw.) OR (transition$.ti,ab,kw. AND care.ti,ab,kw.) OR handover$.ti,ab,kw. OR hand over$.ti,ab,kw. OR handoff$.ti,ab,kw. OR hand off$.ti,ab,kw. OR signout$.ti,ab,kw. OR sign out$.ti,ab,kw.) AND (((process$.ti,ab,kw. OR practice$.ti,ab,kw.) AND redesign$.ti,ab,kw.) OR ((letter$.ti,ab,kw. OR summar$.ti,ab,kw. OR note$.ti,ab,kw.) AND transfer$.ti,ab,kw.) OR ((letter$.ti,ab,kw. OR summar$.ti,ab,kw. OR note$.ti,ab,kw.) AND discharg$.ti,ab,kw.) OR ((discharg$.ti,ab,kw. OR transfer$.ti,ab,kw. OR transition$.ti,ab,kw. OR handover.ti,ab,kw. OR hand over.ti,ab,kw. OR handoff.ti,ab,kw. OR hand off.ti,ab,kw. OR  signout.ti,ab,kw. OR  sign out.ti,ab,kw.) AND (standard.ti,ab,kw. OR standards.ti,ab,kw. OR  policy.ti,ab,kw. OR policies.ti,ab,kw. OR checklist$.ti,ab,kw. OR reconciliation.ti,ab,kw. OR liaison$.ti,ab,kw. OR protocol.ti,ab,kw. OR protocols.ti,ab,kw. OR guideline$.ti,ab,kw. OR instrument$.ti,ab,kw. OR program$.ti,ab,kw. OR strategy.ti,ab,kw. OR strategies.ti,ab,kw. OR  tool$.ti,ab,kw. OR intervention$.ti,ab,kw.)) AND (randomised controlled trial/ OR controlled clinical trial/ OR controlled clinical trials/ OR evaluation studies/ OR intervention studies/ OR comparative studies/ OR time series.ti,ab,kw. OR before after.ti,ab,kw. OR (before and after).ti,ab,kw. OR random.ti,ab,kw. OR randomi?ed.ti,ab,kw. OR compare.ti,ab,kw. OR comparison.ti,ab,kw. OR effect.ti,ab,kw.))

Hits: 1977


