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Table S1: Demographic and Clinical Characteristics at Baseline.
	
	Centre 1  (n=458)
	Centre 2 (n=132)
	Centre 3 (n=273)
	Centre 4 (n=192)
	Centre 5 (n=288)
	Centre 6 (n=19)

	Male
	369 (80.6)
	113 (85.6)
	202 (74.0)
	151 (78.6)
	214 (74.3)
	16 (84.2)

	Age, years
	67.3 ± 9.5
	67.2 ± 8.8
	68.2 ± 10.2
	64.2 ± 12.0
	66.1 ± 11.1
	66.6 ± 8.5

	BMI, kg/m²
	26.9 ± 4.3
	26.8 ± 3.6
	27.0 ± 4.1
	26.5 ± 4.4
	26.8 ± 4.4
	27.9 ± 3.5

	Hypertension
	262 (57.2)
	76 (57.6)
	178 (65.2)
	110 (57.3)
	146 (50.7)
	14 (73.7)

	Diabetes
	104 (22.7)
	37 (28.0)
	58 (21.2)
	41 (21.4)
	53 (18.4)
	5 (26.3)

	Stroke
	17 (3.7)
	5 (3.8)
	13 (4.8)
	12 (6.3)
	12 (4.2)
	1 (5.3)

	Peripheral vascular disease (treated or symptomatic)
	35 (7.6)
	17 (12.9)
	24 (8.8)
	44 (22.9)
	18 (6.3)
	2 (10.5)

	Chronic renal failure
	10 (2.2)
	3 (2.3)
	123 (45.1)
	14 (7.3)
	3 (1.0)
	0 (0.0)

	Dialysis
	1 (0.2)
	0 (0.0)
	0 (0.0)
	2 (1.0)
	1 (0.3)
	0 (0.0)

	Previous cardiac surgery
	21 (4.6)
	1 (0.8)
	14 (5.1)
	20 (10.4)
	21 (7.3)
	5 (26.3)

	EuroSCORE II*
	1.2 ± 1.1
	1.3 ± 0.9
	2.3 ± 2.1
	2.2 ± 2.0
	1.7 ± 1.7
	4.0 ± 6.3

	Hemoglobin, g/dL†
	12.8 ± 1.4
	13.2 ± 1.2
	14.2 ± 1.4
	12.7 ± 1.6
	13.0 ± 1.5
	12.9 ± 1.1

	Platelets, Giga/L ‡
	195 ± 49
	207 ± 55
	217 ± 53
	208 ± 56
	197 ± 55
	172 ± 62

	Leukocytes, Giga/L §
	5.4 ± 1.5
	6.3 ± 2.1
	6.5 ± 1.7
	6.3 ± 2.5
	7.2 ± 4.3
	5.2 ± 1.1


Data are n (%) or mean ± SD. Percentages are based on the total number of patients in each group.
* EuroSCORE II was assessed in 189 patients in center 4 and 13 in center 6.
† Hemoglobin was assessed in 382 patients in center 1, 122 in center 2, 269 in center 3, 158 in center 4, 278 in center 5 and 17 in center 6.
‡ Platelets was assessed in 382 patients in center 1, 122 in center 2, 269 in center 3, 156 in center 4, 269 in center 5 and 17 in center 6.
§ Leucocytes was assessed in 379 patients in center 1, 122 in center 2, 269 in center 3, 156 in center 4, 272 in center 5 and 17 in center 6.

