[bookmark: _Toc204136479]Supplementary table 1: Search strategies for all databases:
	Database
	Search strategy
	Number of citations

	PubMed
	("Perineum"[Mesh] OR perineal OR perineum) AND ("Wounds and Injuries"[Mesh] OR trauma OR tear* OR laceration* OR injury OR "obstetric injury" OR "perineal trauma" OR episiotomy OR "anal sphincter injury") AND ("Protective Devices"[Mesh] OR device* OR "perineal support device*" OR "perineal protection device*" OR "birth support device*" OR "perineal guard" OR "Epi-No" OR "vaginal balloon" OR "silicone ring" OR "perineal distension device") AND ("Labor, Obstetric"[Mesh] OR "Childbirth"[Mesh] OR delivery OR birth OR "vaginal delivery")

	83

	Scopus
	("Perineum" OR perineal OR perineum) AND ("Wounds and Injuries" OR trauma OR tear* OR laceration* OR injury OR "obstetric injury" OR "perineal trauma" OR episiotomy OR "anal sphincter injury") AND ("Protective Devices" OR device* OR "perineal support device*" OR "perineal protection device*" OR "birth support device*" OR "perineal guard" OR "Epi-No" OR "vaginal balloon" OR "silicone ring" OR "perineal distension device") AND ("Labor, Obstetric" OR "Childbirth" OR delivery OR birth OR "vaginal delivery") 

	1353

	Web of Science
	("Perineum" OR perineal OR perineum) AND ("Wounds and Injuries" OR trauma OR tear* OR laceration* OR injury OR "obstetric injury" OR "perineal trauma" OR episiotomy OR "anal sphincter injury") AND ("Protective Devices" OR device* OR "perineal support device*" OR "perineal protection device*" OR "birth support device*" OR "perineal guard" OR "Epi-No" OR "vaginal balloon" OR "silicone ring" OR "perineal distension device") AND ("Labor, Obstetric" OR "Childbirth" OR delivery OR birth OR "vaginal delivery") 
	79

	Embase 
	('Perineum'/exp OR perineal OR perineum) AND ('Wounds and Injuries'/exp OR trauma OR tear* OR laceration* OR injury OR 'obstetric injury' OR 'perineal trauma' OR episiotomy OR 'anal sphincter injury') AND ('Protective Devices'/exp OR device* OR 'perineal support device*' OR 'perineal protection device*' OR 'birth support device*' OR 'perineal guard' OR 'Epi-No' OR 'vaginal balloon' OR 'silicone ring' OR 'perineal distension device') AND ('Labor, Obstetric'/exp OR 'Childbirth'/exp OR delivery OR birth OR 'vaginal delivery')

	308



