	[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary Table 2. Percentage change of serum bone turnover markers from baseline within non-matched groups

	Markers
	Groups
	 % change at
1 month
	% change at 
6 months
	% change at 
12 months

	PINP 
	RA group
(n=59)
	124.9 ± 13.8***
	82.6 ± 16.2***
	62.5 ± 13.1***

	
	Non-RA group (n=112)
	111.4 ± 8.8***
	92.6 ± 30.5***
	43.8 ± 23.2

	TRACP-5b  
	RA group
(n=59)
	14.3 ± 19.6
	45.1 ± 32.8
	32.2 ± 17.1

	
	Non-RA group (n=112)
	-23.4 ± 3.4***
	-14.6 ± 6.8***
	-13.7 ± 6.9***


PINP, N-terminal type I procollagen propeptide; TRACP-5b, isoform 5b of tartrate-resistant acid phosphatase; RA, rheumatoid arthritis.
Values indicate mean ± standard error. ***P < 0.001; change within each treatment group compared with baseline.
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Supplementa ry   Table  2 .  Percentage change of serum bone turnover markers  from  baseline  with i n non - matched groups  

M arkers  G roups    % change at   1 month  % change at     6   months  % change at     1 2 months  

PINP   RA group   (n=59)  1 24.9  ± 13.8 ***  8 2.6  ± 16.2 ***  6 2.5  ± 13.1 ***  

Non - RA group  (n=112)  1 11.4  ± 8.8 ***  9 2.6  ± 30.5 ***  4 3.8  ± 23.2  

TRACP - 5b    RA group   (n=59)  14.3 ± 19.6  45.1 ± 32.8  32.2 ± 17.1  

Non - RA group  (n=112)  - 23.4 ± 3.4 ***  - 14.6 ± 6.8 ***  - 13.7  ± 6.9 ***  

PINP, N - terminal type I procollagen propeptide; TRACP - 5b, isoform 5b of tartrate - resistant  acid phosphatase; RA, rheumatoid arthritis.   Values indicate mean ± standard error. *** P   < 0.001; change within each treatment group  compared with baseline .  

