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Table S-1. Scoring of qualitative assessments of seagrass coverage within sets during sea turtle sampling by the Bermuda Turtle Project. Note that sample log entries are not a list of criteria but rather examples of how the phrases used in the project logbook were assigned to six categories of seagrass conditions in Bermuda. Percent seagrass coverage is the sum of % vegetative cover contributed by Thalassia and Syringodium measured during 34 samples in 1993 and 1994 (Vierros 1999: Table 4.2, Vierros et al. 2002).

	SCORE
	Description
	Sample log entries
	M. Vierros
% coverage

	5
	Very dense
	healthy, dense;  mostly dense; thick, much ungrazed; lots of grass, mostly long with epiphytes; very dense Thalassia;
thick, dense Thalassia; very dense mix of Thalassia and Syringodium; thick and long Syringodium; lush, dense bed; lush seagrass bed;  thick Thalassia and Halodule, some obvious grazing patches; very thick bottom with Thalassia and Halodule;
	>90%

	4
	Dense,
	grazed and ungrazed; dense with large grazing plots; dense many grazing plots; dense Thalassia in parts; some thick grass over most of set; fairly dense, evenly distributed grass bed; fairly lush bed; extensive coverage; good coverage; healthy seagrass beds; thick beds interspersed with sand pockets; plenty of grass; short blades of Thalassia all over; thick to moderate density; 85% coverage with sandy patches; 75% Halodule, 25% sand;
	<90%
>60%


	3
	Medium density


	patches of sandy bottom; thin to thick Thalassia; moderate dense Thalassia; moderate thick Thalassia; mostly grazed; patchy; patches of medium density; patchy, good patches inshore; sparse grass in spots, thick in others; medium density; grazed plots; beds-patches; almost sparse; thin but continuous grass; mixture of dense sea grass and sandy patches; lush to sparse, all grazed; evenly distributed and consistently cropped; Thalassia patches throughout; 60% coverage with heavy grazing; beds of Thalassia and eelgrass; some bare patches; Halodule 50%;
	<60%
>30%


	2
	Sparse
	sparse, narrow bladed, sparse; sparse with potholes;
exposed rhizomes; sandy with patches of grass; pretty sparse and sediment covered; Thalassia covered in sediment; sparse seagrass, potholes, exposed rhizomes; primarily sandy bottom with sparse mixture of Thalassia and Syringodium; sparse, very thin and mostly grazed; sparse to very sparse; evenly distributed very sparse Thalassia; mostly sand with patches of seagrass; density about 10 - 30%; Thalassia interspersed within the algae;
	<30%
>10%


	1
	Minimal grass
	only grass adjacent to rockheads; mostly sandy bottom;  remnant seagrass; very, very little seagrass; some sparse seagrass; very sparse Thalassia in patches; almost no grass at all; grass thin to absent; low to no seagrass; 99% sand
	<10%

	0
	no grass
	No evidence of grass; white sand bottom with few algae; one blade found;
	No
grass



