[bookmark: _GoBack]Supplementary 1
Table: Primer used and thermal cycling conditions employed in the PCR assays
	Primer name
	Sequence (5’-3’)
	Annealing temperature(℃)
	Size (bp)
	References

	mecA
	CTTTGCTAGAGTAGCACTCG GCTAGCCATTCCTTTATCTTG
	55.5
	533
	(Herold et al. 1998)

	blaZ
	ACTTCAACACCTGCTGCTTTC
TGACCACTTTTATCAGCAACC
	49
	173
	(Martineau et al. 2000)

	ermA
	TATCTTATCGTTGAGAAGGGATT
CTACACTTGGCTTAGGATGAAA
	45.5
	139
	(Martineau et al. 2000)

	tetA
	GCTACATCCTGCTTGCCTTC
ATAGATCGCCGTGAAGAGG
	50
	209
	(Ng et al. 2001)
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