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Table S6. Coding criteria for the content analysis of perceived socio-environmental threats.

	Category
	Operational definition
	Inclusion criteria
	Exclusion criteria

	Overfishing
	Underlying perception that resource depletion results from excessive extraction pressure, intensified effort, technological efficiency, or harmful fishing methods.
	Narratives linking decline to “too much people fishing”, small mesh nets, dredging, habitat destruction by gear, excessive boats.
	Decline attributed solely to climate, pollution, or landscape change without fishing pressure reference.

	Pollution
	Perceived contamination of water or ecosystem due to industrial discharge, shrimp farms, sewage, oil, waste or chemical runoff affecting fish stocks.
	Mentions of industrial chemical waste, trash, dirty water, aquaculture effluents.
	Natural sedimentation not linked to contamination.

	Climate change, land use and occupation
	Perceived environmental changes attributed to climatic variability (e.g., shifts in sea level, temperature, or rainfall patterns) and/or to land-use and occupation processes, including urbanization, deforestation, and other territorial transformations.
	Statements describing environmental changes attributed to climatic processes (e.g., increased heat, altered rainfall patterns, changes in river or ocean dynamics, salinity shifts) and/or environmental degradation associated with land-use and occupation processes (e.g., tourism growth, population increase, housing expansion, deforestation, or other territorial transformations affecting fishing grounds).
	Statements referring solely to increased fishing effort or extraction pressure, without explicit reference to climatic processes or broader land-use and occupation dynamics.

	Food insecurity
	Perception that declining fishery productivity compromises subsistence and household food access.
	Statements about not catching enough to eat; inability to sustain family; subsistence decline compared to past.
	Income complaints not linked to food provision.

	Endangered biodiversity
	Perceived disappearance, rarity or local extinction of marine species beyond commercially targeted decline.
	Mentions of coral decline, seahorses, turtles, manatees extinction framing.
	Generic decline in fish abundance without biodiversity framing.

	No threat identified
	Explicit denial of environmental or fishing-related threats.
	Statements indicating no perceived problem.
	Ambiguous answers.



