IFMSA-OXFORD Student Surgical Education Questionnaire
 
  
What is the purpose of the study?
 
It is estimated that 11% of the world’s burden of disease can be treated effectively with surgery. Evidence suggest that barriers to accessing surgical care in low- and middle-income countries include difficulty accessing surgical services due to distance, poor roads, and lack of suitable transport; lack of local resources and expertise; and direct and indirect costs related to surgical care. What is less clear is what elements are responsible for influencing medical students in choosing a career in surgery. Our goal is to elucidate the reasons why medical students may or may not choose a career in surgery and to identify common themes across different regions.       
 
Why have I been chosen?

You are an undergraduate medical student, and we are interested on your views and thoughts regarding the reasons that may influence you deciding on your final career choice. This is regardless of whether you actually intend on becoming a surgeon. We would like to get a range of opinions from students all over the world and see if there are patterns or particular places where surgery is more or less easy to pursue as a career. This will help to focus future education projects and help to direct future work within the IFMSA and beyond.
 
Do I have to take part?

It is entirely voluntary, and therefore up to you to decide whether or not to take part in this study.  If you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time and without giving a reason. A decision to withdraw at any time, or a decision not to take part, will have no detriment to your current or future career development.
 
What will happen to me if I take part?

If you are interested in taking part in this study, simply click on the following web-link at the end of this information sheet to take part in the study. No identifiable information is collected in this study. You will be asked to complete a series of questions on your thoughts on the level of training you receive and other factors that may influence your decision. Please take the time to answer these questions as honestly as possible.
 
What are the possible disadvantages of taking part in the evaluation?
A disadvantage is the time it takes you to participate.
 
What are the possible benefits of taking part?

The main benefits of the study will be indirect. It will lead to a better understanding the factors that influences a student’s final decision to pursue a career in surgery. This will hopefully lead to improvement in the delivery of teaching at undergraduate level in this subject.
 
Is the study confidential?

Yes, all the information you give us will be kept strictly confidential and will be used only for the purposes of this study. Data will be anonymised and identifiable to us only by codes.
 
What will happen if I don’t want to carry on with the study?

Your participation is voluntary and if you decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time, without giving a reason, and without your legal rights being affected.
 
What will happen to the results of the study?

You will be provided with a brief report of the findings of this study, should you so wish.
The findings of the study will be actively disseminated to those involved in the education of medical students through engagement with the IFMSA council, G4 Alliance for the neglected surgical patient, FIGO’s international conference, the Tropical Health and Education Trust (THET), the Department of International Development (DFID) and healthcare educators. The data will be presented at scientific meetings and the results published in medical journals. Anonymised electronic data will be stored on password-protected computers for 20 years, in accordance with the UK’s Medical Research Council guidelines.
 
Who is organising this study?

The study is being conducted by the IFMSA. The researcher in Oxford are helping us with the analysis of the data. The researchers in Oxford conducts the work on a time basis and is paid a fixed salary which is independent of whether you participate in the study or not.
 
How to make a complaint.

If you wish to complain about any aspect of the way in which you have been approached or treated during the course of this study, you should contact the IFMSA on email Miss Issy Marks on email: globalsurgery.ifmsa@gmail.com


What is your gender?
· [image: ]  Male
· [image: ]  Female
· [image: ]  Other: [image: ] 

What is your age? 
[image: ] 
What is your nationality? 
[image: ] 
Please tell us the country you are studying in. 
[image: ] 
What is the name of your medical school / university? 
[image: ] 
Are you a graduate-entry medical student? 
(This means you gained entry to medical school after having gained another degree)
· [image: ]  Yes
· [image: ]  No
What year are you in medical school (e.g. 1st year)? 
[image: ] 
How many years is your medical undergraduate course (e.g. 5 years)? 
· [image: ]  4 years
· [image: ]  5 years
· [image: ]  6 years
· [image: ]  7 years
· [image: ]  8 years
· [image: ]  Other: [image: ] 
[image: ] 
I am considering a career in surgery *
· [image: ]  Yes
· [image: ]  No

Education: Please select the available options that reflect your feelings on the following statements *
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Uncertain
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	Surgery is taught well at my university 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The surgical teaching/training at my university adequately prepares me for working within my healthcare system upon graduation
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	Mentorship has played an important role on my decision to pursue a career in surgery
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	Undergraduate surgical societies exist in my country/region that help to develop my interest in surgery
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The practical (hands-on) surgical teaching I have received has helped me decide on whether I want to become a surgeon
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	I have sufficient hands-on (practical) learning time in theatre / operating room
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	I have sufficient opportunity to observe operations in my training
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 



How would you rate the quality of your surgical teaching overall? *
· [image: ]  Poor
· [image: ]  Fair
· [image: ]  Good
· [image: ]  Excellent

Do you think medical students in your country have good access to undergraduate surgical education? *
· [image: ]  Yes
· [image: ]  No

If you answer was NO, what are the reasons for this? (Select as many answers that apply, and please add your own comments) *
· [image: ]  Lack of qualified surgeons (i.e. small number of qualified surgical teachers)
· [image: ]  Poor access of surgical apprenticeship for students (i.e. too many students for the number of surgeons available)
· [image: ]  Insufficient resources (financial, equipment, etc.)
· [image: ]  Insufficient teaching hospitals/health institutions for students in the country
· [image: ]  Cultural belief systems
· [image: ]  Hostile / Poor teaching environment
· [image: ]  Poor surgical standards (i.e. poor outcomes, high complication rates, etc.)
· [image: ]  Poor career guidance by medical school / surgeons
· [image: ]  Not applicable
· [image: ]  Other: [image: ] 

Do you think doctors in your country have good access to post-graduate surgical training? *
· [image: ]  Yes
· [image: ]  No

If you answer was NO, what are the reasons for this? (Select as many answers that apply, and please add your own comments) *
· [image: ]  Lack of qualified surgeons (i.e. small number of qualified surgical teachers)
· [image: ]  Poor access of surgical apprenticeship for trainees (i.e. too many trainees for the number of surgeons available)
· [image: ]  Insufficient resources (financial, equipment, etc.)
· [image: ]  Insufficient teaching hospitals/health institutions for trainees in the country
· [image: ]  Cultural belief systems
· [image: ]  Hostile / Poor teaching environment
· [image: ]  Poor surgical standards (i.e. poor outcomes, high complication rates, etc.)
· [image: ]  Poor salary /remuneration compared to other specialties
· [image: ]  Highly competitive speciality (difficult for trainees to gain access into a programme)
· [image: ]  Challenging career progression
· [image: ]  Not applicable
· [image: ]  Other: [image: ] 

What do you think of the length of postgraduate surgical training in your country? *
· [image: ]  Too short
· [image: ]  Okay
· [image: ]  Too Long

What do you think of the cost of postgraduate surgical training in your country? *
· [image: ]  Expensive
· [image: ]  Affordable
· [image: ]  Cheap

Resources & Research: Please select the available options that reflect your feelings on the following statements *
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Uncertain
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	 A surgeon's working environment in my country is good.
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	Surgeons in my country have good salaries / income
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	 Surgeons in my country have busy "private" practices
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	I feel surgeons in my country dedicate more time to patients in the private sector compared to patients in government / public sector
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	Surgeons have a good workload relative to the rewards/ remuneration received compared to other specialities.
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	 I feel surgeons in my country are over-worked
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	I feel the morale (i.e. happiness, enthusiasm, etc.) among surgeons in my country is high.
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	 Postgraduate surgical training is not affordable in my country.
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	 There is limited availability of postgraduate surgical training opportunity in my country
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	 Surgeons in my country have access to adequate resources (i.e. surgical equipment/implants, imaging)
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The performance of surgeons in my country is related to the their access to adequate resources (financially, equipment, etc.)
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	Research opportunities in surgery are widely available as part of my undergraduate training.
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 




How do you rate surgeons in terms of their income? *
· [image: ]  Poor Income Earners
· [image: ]  Reasonable Income Earners
· [image: ]  High Income Earners

How do you rate surgeons in terms of their workload? *
· [image: ]  Low Workload (Too little)
· [image: ]  Moderate Workload (Just right)
· [image: ]  High Workload (Too Much)

How do you rate surgeons in their work-life balance? *
· [image: ]  Poor
· [image: ]  Reasonable
· [image: ]  Excellent

How do you rate the public perceptions of surgeons? *
· [image: ]  Poor
· [image: ]  Reasonable
· [image: ]  Excellent
How do you rate the fairness/equal opportunities in postgraduate surgical training? *
· [image: ]  Poor
· [image: ]  Reasonable
· [image: ]  Excellent

How do you rate access to postgraduate surgical training programmes? *
· [image: ]  Poor
· [image: ]  Reasonable
· [image: ]  Excellent


Professionalism and Perception: Please select the available options that reflect your feelings on the following statements *
	
	Strongly Disagree
	Disagree
	Uncertain
	Agree
	Strongly Agree

	The income / financial incentives received by surgeons influences my decision to pursue a career in surgery.
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The workload of a surgeon influences my decision to pursue a career in surgery
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The cost of postgraduate surgical training influences my decision to pursue a career in surgery
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The length of time of postgraduate surgical training influences my decision to pursue a career in surgery
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	 Academic/programme competitiveness influence my decision to pursue a career in surgery
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	Political issues or security threats in my country affect my decision to become a surgeon
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	Job satisfaction has a strong influence on my decision to become a surgeon
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The number of people of my gender who are surgeons has a strong influence on me wanting to become a surgeon
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The number of people from my ethnic background who are surgeons, has a strong influence over my decision to become a surgeon
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The public perception's of surgeons has a strong influence on my decision to become a surgeon
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	The acute element of surgical specialities has a strong influence over my decision to become a surgeon
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 

	My religious or cultural beliefs have a strong influence over my decision to become a surgeon
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 
	[image: ] 



How would you rate the quality of surgical care received by patients in your country? *
· [image: ]  Poor
· [image: ]  Fair
· [image: ]  Good
· [image: ]  Excellent


What do you think could be improved to develop more interest among students to consider pursuing a career in surgery? *
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ] 
	[image: ]  [image: ] 
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