Supplemental Table 2. Baseline characteristics of stage IV patients with or without BMB-positive results. 
	Characteristic
	Patients with BMB+
(n=27), No. (%)
	Patients with BMB-
(n=10), No. (%)
	P

	Female: male ratio
	3.5
	0.4
	0.017

	Age, >60 years
	6 (22.2)
	4 (40.0)
	0.407

	ECOG performance score
	
	1.000

	0-1
	16 (59.3)
	6 (60.0)
	

	2-4
	11 (40.7)
	4 (40.0)
	

	Liver involvement
	2 (7.4)
	1 (10.0)
	1.000

	Spleen involvement
	14 (51.9)
	3 (30.0)
	0.288

	B symptoms
	5 (18.5)
	3 (30.0)
	0.655

	FLIPI (1 data missing)
	
	
	0.321

	0-1
	2 (7.7)
	1 (10.0)
	

	2
	9 (34.6)
	6 (60.0)
	

	3-5
	15 (57.7)
	3 (30.0)
	

	FLIPI 2  (5 data missing)
	
	0.086

	0-1
	5 (20.8)
	5 (62.5)
	

	2
	11 (45.8)
	2 (25.0)
	

	3-5
	8 (33.3)
	1 (12.5)
	

	HGB<120g/L
	9 (33.3)
	3 (30.0)
	1.000

	HGB (median)
	128
	125
	0.533

	Elevated β-2-microglobulin 
(3 data missing)
	14 (58.3)
	4 (40.0)
	0.457

	β2-microglobulin (median)
	2.58
	2.4
	0.732

	Elevated LDH
	5 (18.5)
	0 (0)
	0.295

	LDH (median)
	165
	164
	0.330

	>4 node areas involved
(2 data missing)
	22 (88.0)
	5 (50.0)
	0.027



Abbreviations: BMB+, patients with positive bone marrow biopsy results; BMB−, patients with negative bone marrow biopsy results; ECOG, Eastern Cooperative Oncology Group; FLIPI-1, Follicular Lymphoma International Prognostic Index-1; HGB, hemoglobin; LDH, lactate dehydrogenase; FLIPI-2, Follicular Lymphoma International Prognostic Index-2.
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