Dear Editor-in-Chief,
Armen Yuri Gasparyan, MD, PhD
Rheumatology International

On behalf of my co-authors, I am pleased to submit our manuscript entitled “Prognostic value of trabecular bone score for major osteoporotic fractures in patients with radiographic axial spondyloarthritis: a 3-year prospective cohort study” for consideration in Rheumatology International.
This study builds directly on our earlier work, “The applicability of trabecular bone score for osteoporosis diagnosis in ankylosing spondylitis” (Rheumatol Int, 2022). That publication has been widely cited and referenced in the 2023 IOF/ESCEO expert consensus statement on the clinical use of TBS (Shevroja et al., Osteoporos Int. 2023;34:1501–1529), highlighting its international recognition and impact on practice guidelines.
In this prospective 3-year cohort, we show that TBS provides superior predictive value over lumbar spine BMD for major osteoporotic fractures in patients with radiographic axial spondyloarthritis. To our knowledge, this is the first longitudinal study applying TBS in this specific population, directly addressing the limitations of DXA-based fracture risk assessment in r-axSpA.
Given the high clinical burden of fractures in r-axSpA and the unmet need for accurate risk assessment tools, we believe our findings will be of strong interest to the readers of Rheumatology International, both in rheumatology and osteoporosis research.
We confirm that this manuscript is original, not under consideration elsewhere, and all authors have approved the final version.
Thank you for your consideration. We look forward to your feedback.
Sincerely,
Paweł Żuchowski, PhD
on behalf of all co-authors

