
[bookmark: _Hlk108857197]Supplementary Fig 6: Subgroup meta-analysis of operative outcomes in patients with primary tumour located in the rectum: (a) operative time; (b) intraoperative blood loss; (c) length of stay; (d) morbidity
Legend: Each study is shown by the point estimate of the odds ratio/mean difference (OR/MD; square proportional to the weight of each study) and 95% confidence interval (CI) for the OR (extending lines); the combined ORs/mean difference and 95% CIs by random effects calculations are shown by diamonds.
(a)	Rectum only; LAP versus OPEN and operative time (n=99, p=0.85; test for heterogeneity Cochran Q: 5.34, df: 2, p=0.07, I2: 63%)
(b)	Rectum only; LAP versus OPEN and blood loss (n=99, p<0.00001; test for heterogeneity Cochran Q: 3.15, df: 2, p=0.21, I2: 37%)
(c)	Rectum only; LAP versus OPEN and length of stay (n=99, p<0.00001; test for heterogeneity Cochran Q: 0.64, df: 2, p=0.73, I2: 0%)
[bookmark: _GoBack](d)	Rectum only; LAP versus OPEN and morbidity (n=99, p=0.06; test for heterogeneity Cochran Q: 0.65, df: 2, p=0.72, I2: 0%)
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Heterogeneity: Tau®=1156.42, Chi*= 5.34, df= 2 (P = 0.07), F= 63%

Test for overall effect. Z=0.18 (P = 0.85)
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Gorgun 2017 66 1.4 8 108 13 15 945% -4.20[5.37,-3.03]
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Total (95% CI) 37 62 100.0% -4.26 [-5.40,-3.12] -

Heterogeneity: Tau®= 0.00; Chi*= 0.64, df=2 (P=0.73); F=0%
Testfor overall effect: Z=7.33 (P < 0.00001)
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Laparoscopy Open Mean Difference Mean Difference
Study or Subgroup  Mean SD Total Mean SD Total Weight IV, Rand 95% CI IV, Rand 95% CI
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Heterogeneity: Tau®= 2832.89; Chi*= 315, df=2 (P=0.21); F=37% I p t {
Testfor overall effect: Z= 5.41 (P < 0.00001) -1o00 'SDLUESS inLG ULESS in 05000 1000
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Heterogeneity: Tau®*= 0.00; Chi*= 065, df=2{(P=0.72), F=0% 0.002 o 10 500

Test for overall effect: Z=1.90 (P = 0.06)
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