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Table S1: Patients rejected from statistical analysis due to not available valve culture
	n
	Blood culture
	Valve PCR
	Valve culture

	1
	Staphylococcus epidermidis
	-
	n/a

	2
	Staphylococcus epidermidis
	Staphylococcus aureus
	n/a

	3
	Staphylococcus aureus
	Staphylococcus aureus
	n/a

	4
	Corynebacterium jeikeium
	Tropheryma whipplei
	n/a


−: Negative; n/a: not available results

List 1: Other microorganisms detected
[bookmark: _Hlk27561378]n=27 other microorganisms detected by all methods included: 
1 Achromobacter spp., 1 Aggregatibacter actinomycetemcomitans, 2 Candida spp., 4 Cardiobacterium hominis, 1 Clostridium perfringens, 3 Corynebacterium spp., 2 Coxiella burnetii, 1 Escherichia coli, 1 Klebsiella oxytoca, 2 Neisseria elongata, 1 Paracoccus yeei, 2 Propionibacterium acnes, 1 Pseudomonas aeruginosa, 1 Rothia mucilaginosa, 2 Tropheryma whipplei, and 1 eubacterial DNA, which could not be further specified.
n=11 other microorganisms detected by blood culture: 
3 Cardiobacterium hominis, 1 Clostridium perfringens, 1 Corynebacterium spp., 1 Escherichia coli, 2 Neisseria elongata, 1 Propionibacterium acnes, 1 Pseudomonas aeruginosa, and 1 Rothia mucilaginosa.
n=14 other microorganisms detected by valve PCR: 
1 Aggregatibacter actinomycetemcomitans, 1 Cardiobacterium hominis, 2 Corynebacterium spp., 2 Coxiella burnetii, 1 Klebsiella oxytoca, 1 Neisseria elongata, 1 Paracoccus yeei, 1 Propionibacterium acnes, 1 Rothia mucilaginosa, 2 Tropheryma whipplei and 1 eubacterial DNA, which could not be further specified.
n=7 other microorganisms detected by valve culture:
1 Achromobacter spp., 2 Candida spp., 1 Enterobacter cloacae, 1 Rothia mucilaginosa, and 2 Propionibacterium acnes.



[bookmark: _Hlk27561479]Table S2: Patients with multiple detections, 7 in blood and 4 in valve cultures
	n
	Blood culture
	Valve PCR
	Valve culture

	1
	Enterococcus faecalis, Staphylococcus haemolyticus
	Enterococcus faecalis
	-

	2
	Staphylococcus capitis/epidermidis, Cardiobacterium hominis
	Staphylococcus capitis/epidermidis
	-

	3
	Streptococcus mitis/oralis, Staphylococcus spp.
	Streptococcus oralis
	-

	4
	Staphylococcus aureus, Propionibacterium acnes
	-
	-

	5
	Staphylococcus aureus, Staphylococcus epidermidis
	-
	-

	6
	Cardiobacterium hominis, Enterococcus faecalis
	Enterococcus faecalis
	-

	7
	Clostridium perfringens, Streptococcus sanguinis
	Streptococcus sanguinis
	-

	8
	Streptococcus gordonii
	Streptococcus gordonii/oralis
	Achromobacter spp., Streptococcus gordonii

	9
	n/a 
	-
	Propionibacterium acnes, Staphylococcus pettenkoferi

	10
	-
	Staphylococcus aureus
	Staphylococcus aureus, Enterobacter cloacae

	11
	-
	Propionibacterium acnes
	Staphylococcus epidermidis, Propionibacterium acnes


−: Negative; n/a: not available results







Table S3: Patients with different species between methods
	n
	Blood culture
	Valve PCR
	Valve culture

	1
	Corynebacterium jeikeium
	Tropheryma whipplei
	n/a

	2
	Staphylococcus aureus
	Corynebacterium tuberculostearicum
	-

	3
	Staphylococcus epidermidis
	Staphylococcus aureus
	n/a

	4
	Staphylococcus epidermidis
	Coxiella burnetii
	-

	5
	Staphylococcus spp.
	Streptococcus mitis/oralis
	-

	6
	Neisseria elongata
	Paracoccus yeei
	-

	7
	Staphylococcus aureus
	-
	Candida parapsilosis

	8
	Staphylococcus aureus
	Staphylococcus aureus
	Candida guilliemondi

	9
	Staphylococcus aureus
	Staphylococcus haemolyticus
	Staphylococcus haemolyticus


−: Negative; n/a: not available results
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