Electrodesiccation and Curettage: A Guide for Patients 
What Is ED&C? 
Electrodesiccation and Curettage (ED&C) is a quick and effective treatment for superficial and low-risk skin cancers. The procedure is done in the office and involves two steps: 
1. Curettage – The lesion is gently scraped away using a tool called a curette. 
2. Electrodesiccation – A controlled electric current is used to cauterize the area.  
No stitches are required. The procedure usually takes 15 to 30 minutes. 
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Benefits of ED&C 
· Quick and simple in-office treatment 
· No stitches—usually heals by forming a scab 
· Can immediately return to physical activity, including exercise 
· Highly effective for small, superficial skin cancers 
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Risks and Side Effects 
Like all treatments, ED&C carries some potential risks: 
· Scarring – Will result in a round scar that may be flat, slightly indented or raised  
· Bleeding or infection – Rare, but possible 
· Pigment changes – The treated area may become lighter or darker than the surrounding skin 
· Not ideal for cosmetically sensitive areas like the face, ears, or lips 
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What to Expect After Treatment 
· A scab will form over the treated area and fall off in 2–4 weeks. 
· It is important to keep the area clean and covered as directed to reduce the risk of infection. 
· No stitches are required – this is different from other procedures used to treat skin cancer. 
· Follow-up appointments may be needed to monitor healing or recurrence. 
· Scars may fade over time and are different than those from surgical removal. Scars will typically be round and not a straight line due to the nature of the procedure. 
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Alternatives to ED&C 
· Excisional Surgery – Removes the tumor with a safety margin and closes the site with stitches. This will leave a linear scar. There will be a need to avoid physical activity. 
· Mohs Surgery – Offers the highest cure rate with tissue-sparing technique (ideal for facial areas). This is time and resource-intensive, requiring a full day for the procedure. 
· Topical treatment – Offers a significantly lower cure rate and requires regular application for up to four months. Side effects include skin irritation and skin discoloration


Excisional Surgery: A Guide for Patients 
What Is Excisional Surgery? 
Excisional surgery is a treatment for many types of skin cancer. Your dermatologist will: 
1. Numb the area with local anesthesia 
2. Cut out the skin cancer, along with a small margin of healthy skin 
3. Close the wound with stitches 
The removed tissue is sent to a lab to confirm that the entire cancer was removed. The procedure usually takes 30 to 60 minutes. 
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Benefits of Excisional Surgery 
· Effective for many skin cancers, especially when caught early 
· Single, straightforward procedure in most cases 
· The wound is fully closed with stitches, often allowing for a smoother thin scar 
· Results confirmed via pathology 
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Risks and Side Effects  
· Bleeding or infection – Rare, but possible 
· Pain, swelling, or bruising – Typically mild and manageable with OTC pain relievers 
· Physical activity may be limited for 1-2 weeks due to healing with stitches.  
· Usually requires a larger margin of skin removal than Mohs surgery 
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What to Expect After Surgery 
· Stitches usually stay in for 1–2 weeks, depending on the area 
· You will be given wound care instructions to reduce infection risk and improve healing. 
· A follow-up visit may be scheduled to remove stitches. 
· Lab results confirming full removal of skin cancer will be available in one week. 
· Scarring varies based on location, skin type, and size of the excision, but fades over time 
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Alternatives to Excisional Surgery 
Depending on the type and location of your skin cancer, other options may include: 
· Mohs Surgery – Offers the highest cure rate and tissue preservation for certain cancers. This is a time and resource-intensive surgery that involves checking for full removal of the cancer under a microscope while in operation. Excisional surgery checks for this as well, but it is confirmed postoperatively.  
· Electrodesiccation and Curettage (ED&C) – Best for superficial, low-risk lesions. Leaves a circular scar. An in-clinic procedure that may not be appropriate for removing your type of skin cancer.  


Mohs Surgery: A Guide for Patients 
What Is Mohs Surgery? 
Mohs surgery is a technique done by a specialized physician to treat skin cancer. During the procedure, thin layers of cancer-containing skin are removed and examined one at a time until only cancer-free tissue remains. 
 
The procedure begins with cleansing, marking, anesthetizing using local anesthesia, and surgically removing the visible tumor along with a thin layer of surrounding tissue, which is then examined under a microscope. If cancer cells are still present, additional layers are removed in a targeted manner using a detailed Mohs map until no cancer remains. Once the cancer is fully removed, the defect is repaired using one of several techniques, such as natural healing, stitches, grafts, or flaps, followed by scheduled follow-up visits to monitor healing. 
 
Mohs surgery is often chosen for areas like the face, ears, or hands because it preserves healthy skin. The surgery usually takes about three hours, but it may take longer depending on the area and size of the skin cancer and the number of layers (stages) needed to clear the skin cancer.[image: Shape] 
Benefits of Mohs Surgery 
· Highest cure rate for many skin cancers (up to 99%) 
· Removes as little healthy skin as possible to preserve healthy tissue 
· Immediate results—the surgeon checks the tissue during the procedure 
· Ideal for sensitive areas like the nose, eyelids, lips, and ears 
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Risks and Side Effects 
· Bleeding or infection at the surgical site – The risk of infection and bleeding from Mohs is lower than other treatment options.  
· Pain, swelling, or bruising – There can be mild discomfort with local anesthesia and aftercare.  
· Stitches are usually required – These are typically removed 1-2 weeks following treatment. 
· Scarring – Scars are minimal and can be cosmetically planned to be the least noticeable, especially when compared to other treatment options. 
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What to Expect After Surgery 
· Follow-up visits may be needed to check healing and monitor for recurrence 
· Stitches may stay in for 1–2 weeks, depending on the area 
· Physical activity may be limited for 1-2 weeks due to healing with stitches 
· Scarring is expected, but most scars improve with time. 
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Alternatives to Mohs Surgery 
· Excisional Surgery involves cutting out the skin cancer with a safety margin. This does not guarantee the same high cure rate as Mohs surgery and will leave a larger scar. Excisional Surgery is usually a faster procedure and less resource-intensive; therefore, it is also less expensive.  
· Radiation treatment – Often advertised as a scar-free option but has a much lower cure rate and risk for the development of additional skin cancers at the site of radiation. Most experts agree this should be reserved for inoperable tumors. 
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