Supplemental Table 1  The characteristics of dissected lymph nodes
	
	Value

	RLN LN harvested
	

	Right RLN LN harvested
	2.7 (1.7)

	Left RLN LN harvested
	2.2 (1.9)

	Left corner lymph node
	4.2 (2.6)

	Total thoracic lymph nodes harvested 
	28.4 (10.2)

	Total lymph nodes harvested
	37.7 (12.5)


[bookmark: _GoBack]Note: Values are mean (SD). Abbreviation: RLN, recurrent laryngeal nerve; IONM, intraoperative nerve monitoring.


