Appendix 2 Instructions for The Codebreaker´s Challenge an adaptation of the Probabilistic Selection Task

1. The Codebreaker´s Challenge Learning Phase Instructions for participants: 
You are about to face a unique task. Your goal is to decipher ancient symbols. Two symbols will appear on your screen—one will increase your score, while the other will decrease it. Each correct choice will reward you with points; each mistake will cost you points.
To select a symbol, press the right arrow key [→] for the symbol on the right, and the left arrow key [←] for the symbol on the left.
You will lose 10 points for each incorrect choice and earn 10 points for each correct one.
Use the point-based feedback to adjust and improve your decisions on future attempts.
You will have 60 chances to maximize your score.
Respond as quickly and accurately as possible."

2. The Codebreaker´s Challenge Test Phase Instructions for participants: 
 In this phase, the challenge intensifies. You must rely on your previously acquired knowledge, as you will no longer receive feedback on your choices.
The dynamic remains the same: two symbols will appear on the screen. Choose the symbol you believe is correct based on your prior experience.
Press the left arrow key [←] to select the symbol on the left, or the right arrow key [→] for the symbol on the right.
Unlike the first phase, you won’t be informed whether your choice was correct or incorrect. It will depend entirely on your ability to interpret the symbols based on what you learned earlier.
 Without feedback to guide you, it is crucial to apply what you’ve learned to improve your responses and maximize your score.
 Keep responding with the same speed and accuracy, despite the absence of feedback. Stay focused and trust your intuition and memory.

3. The Codebreaker´s Challenge Transfer Phase Instructions for participants: 
 You’ve reached the stage where mastery of this symbolic language is within your grasp. In this final part, the mechanics remain the same, but precision and speed are more crucial than ever.
As in previous phases, two symbols will appear on the screen. Based on your prior experience and learning, select the symbol you believe will maximize your score. Use the left arrow key [←] for the left symbol, or the right arrow key [→] for the right one.
As in the second phase, this stage will not provide feedback on your choices. You must rely entirely on your judgment and the skills you've developed so far.
It is essential to apply everything you’ve learned in the previous phases to improve your responses. Each correct decision brings you closer to the highest score.
Continue responding quickly and accurately. The absence of feedback tests your ability to stay focused and confident in your decisions.
This is your chance to demonstrate your mastery in interpreting ancient symbols. Make every choice count and solidify your legacy as an expert codebreaker. Good luck in this final test of your skill and memory.


