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Additional records identified 
through other sources 

(n =   0) 

Records after duplicates removed 
(n = 1075 ) 

Records screened 
(n =  1075 ) 

Records excluded, with 
reasons 

(n =  936 ) 

• 19 x reviews 

• 36 x case reports  

• 881 x wrong subject 
 

Full-text articles assessed 
for eligibility 

(n = 139) 

Full-text articles excluded, with 
reasons 
(n =  85) 

• 3 x reviews 

• 42 x case reports 

• 28 x wrong subject 

• 9 x ongoing trial 

• 2 x data duplicate in other 
paper 

• 1 x not in English 

Studies included in 
qualitative synthesis 

(n =  54) 

Studies included in 
quantitative synthesis 

(meta-analysis) 
(n =   54) 

Studies included 
 (n =  54) 

• 2 x RCT 

• 19 x prospective 

• 33 x retrospective 


