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Universidade Federal de Pernambuco
Av. Prof. Moraes Rêgo s/n - Cidade Universitária 50670-901 Recife, PE, Brasil 
Professor Mauro Guida 


March 30th 2026

Dear Communicating Editor,

We are pleased to resubmit our revised manuscript entitled “Carbon allocation constraints and leaf functional shifts shape early regeneration after slash-and-burn in a tropical dry forest” for consideration in Trees. 

We would like to thank the Editor for the positive feedback and the excellent suggestion to synthesize our graphical results. Following your specific guidance, we have made the following final adjustments:
· Figure synthesis: We deleted the former Figures 2 and 3 and integrated their statistical comparisons directly into the new Figure 2 (formerly Figure 4).
· Visual adjustments: We updated all the boxplot colors to light blue and light red to ensure the median lines are clearly visible, and we updated the figure legend exactly as requested.
· Text and numbering updates: We carefully revised all subsequent figure numbering (now Figures 2, 3, and 4) and their respective callouts throughout the manuscript.
· Minor correction: We deleted the residual mention of "(Table 1)" in the Results section (Line 270 of the previous version).
We believe these final formatting adjustments make the manuscript more concise and visually impactful. We are deeply grateful for the continuous guidance provided during the review process and hope the manuscript is now ready for publication.

Please find below the point-by-point responses to reviewers.
We look forward to your consideration. 

Yours sincerely,
Renato Vanderlei
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Point-by-Point Response to Reviewers
(Note: Original comments are reproduced verbatim, followed by our responses in bold.)


1.      Delete figures 2-3
R: Done

2.      Add statistic results of figures 2-3 into figure 4.
R: Done

3.      The Figure legend of new figure 2 (figure 4 in the old version): Soluble sugars (a) and starch (b) concentrations (mg g⁻¹) in leaves, stems, and roots comparing undisturbed trees (blue??) and regenerating individuals (red). Different letters one each bar indicate significant statistical differences between organs of undistributed trees (small letter) or regenerating individuals (capital letter). Significant differences between treatments within the same organ are indicated by asterisks (p < 0.05).
R: We have now updated the new figure 2 as recommended. (please see lines 276-280).

4.      Change blue color to another color to make the median value visible.
R: We have changed the colors of all boxplots (Figures 2 and 3) to light blue and light red.

5.      Update the number of all subsequent figures and all respective statements in the manuscript.
R: Done.

6.      Line 270: Delate “(Table 1)”
R: Done.

We have also included an Acknowledgements section to thank the management team of the Catimbau National Park and the Instituto Chico Mendes de Conservação da Biodiversidade (ICMBio) fire brigade for their essential logistical support and assistance during fieldwork.
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