Appendix
Figure 1: search strategy
1. Search string used to identify the patient population: 
("chordoma"[mesh] OR "chordoma"[all fields] OR "chordomas"[all fields] OR chordoma*)

2. Search string used to identify epidemiological studies:
("epidemiology"[mesh] OR "epidemiologic factors"[mesh] OR "epidemiology"[all fields])

3. Search string used to identify prognostic studies:
("prognosis"[mesh] OR "prognosis"[all fields] OR “predicting”[all fields])
4. Search string used to identify systematic reviews and meta-analyses
("review"[publication type] OR "meta-analysis"[publication type])

Simplified PubMed search strings used to identify original studies concerning the epidemiology of chordoma and prognostic factors for (disease-free) survival. These strings were appropriately adapted for the other databases that were searched.
To identify epidemiological studies on chordoma, strings 1 and 2 were combined. 
To identify prognostic studies on chordoma, strings 1 and 3 were combined.
To identify systematic reviews and meta-analyses on chordoma, strings 1 and 4 were combined.

Search string chordoma

("chordoma"[mesh] OR "chordoma"[all fields] OR "chordomas"[all fields] OR chordoma*)
Search string epidemiological studies

("chordoma"[mesh] OR "chordoma"[all fields] OR "chordomas"[all fields] OR chordoma*) AND ("incidence"[mesh] OR "incidence"[all fields] OR "incidences"[all fields] OR "incidence-rate"[all fields] OR "incidence-rates"[all fields] OR "prevalence"[mesh] OR "prevalence"[all fields] OR "prevalences"[all fields] OR "age distribution"[mesh] OR "age distribution"[all fields] OR "age distributions"[all fields] OR "sex distribution"[mesh] OR "sex distribution"[all fields] OR "sex distributions"[all fields] OR sex ratio OR sex ratios OR "epidemiology"[mesh] OR "epidemiology"[all fields] OR "epidemiologic"[all fields] OR "Epidemiologic Factors"[Mesh])
Search string prognostic studies

("chordoma"[mesh] OR "chordoma"[all fields] OR "chordomas"[all fields] OR chordoma*) AND  ("prognosis"[mesh] OR "prognosis"[all fields] OR "prognoses"[all fields] OR "prognostic"[all fields] OR "prediction"[all fields] OR "predict"[all fields] OR "predicts"[all fields] OR "predicted"[all fields] OR "predictor"[all fields] OR "predictive"[all fields] OR  "forecasting"[mesh] OR "forecasting"[all fields] OR "forecast"[all fields] OR "forecasts"[all fields] OR "forecasted"[all fields])

Search string systematic reviews and meta-analyses

("chordoma"[mesh] OR "chordoma"[all fields] OR "chordomas"[all fields] OR chordoma*) AND ("review"[publication type] OR "review literature as topic"[mesh] OR "review"[all fields] OR "reviews"[all fields] OR "reviewed"[all fields] OR "systematically"[all fields] OR "overview"[all fields] OR "overviews"[all fields] OR  "meta-analysis"[publication type] OR "meta-analysis as topic"[mesh] OR "meta-analysis"[all fields] OR "meta analysis"[all fields] OR "meta-analyses"[all fields] OR "meta analyses"[all fields] OR "data pooling"[all fields] OR "data poolings"[all fields] OR "overview"[all fields] OR "overviews"[all fields] OR systematic[sb])
Additional string systematic reviews and meta-analyses

("chordoma"[mesh] OR "chordoma"[all fields] OR "chordomas"[all fields] OR chordoma*) AND (randomized controlled trial[pt] OR controlled clinical trial[pt] OR randomized controlled trials[mh] OR random allocation[mh] OR double-blind method[mh] OR single-blind method[mh] OR clinical trial[pt] OR clinical trials[mh] OR ("clinical trial"[tw]) OR ((singl*[tw] OR doubl*[tw] OR trebl*[tw] OR tripl*[tw]) AND (mask*[tw] OR blind*[tw])) OR ("latin square"[tw]) OR placebos[mh] OR placebo*[tw] OR random*[tw] OR research design[mh:noexp] OR "Comparative Study" [Publication Type] OR "Evaluation Studies" [Publication Type] OR "Evaluation Studies as Topic"[Mesh] OR follow-up studies[mh] OR prospective studies[mh] OR cross-over studies[mh] OR "control group"[all fields] OR "control groups"[all fields] OR prospectiv*[tw] OR volunteer*[tw] OR RCT[tw] OR RCTS[tw]) NOT (animal[mh] NOT human[mh])
