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Records identified through database 
searching:  

12796 
(4916 in PubMed, 5974 in Embase, 1231 in 
CINAHL, 604 in Cochrane and 71 in Scopus) 
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Additional records identified in grey 
sources: 

49 
 (1 in Open Grey, 35 in ProQuest Dissertation 
and Theses and 13 in Clinical Trials.gov) 

Unique records undergoing title and abstract screening after 
removing duplicates:  

9370  
(9324 from the databases’ search and 46 from the grey sources’ search) 

 

Records excluded after 
title and abstract 

screening:  
9206 

)Full-text articles assessed 
for eligibility: 

 164 
 Full-text articles excluded 

with reasons:   
135 

47 Ineligible study design 
45 Ineligible patient 
population  
42 Inadequate information  

  provided 
  1 Wrong indication 

Studies included in the 
systematic review:  29 

(retinopathy = 22, 
nephropathy = 4 and 

neuropathy = 3) 

Stratified measures included in the meta-analysis: 
93 

(retinopathy=74, nephropathy=11 and neuropathy=8) 

Number of duplicates removed: 
3475 

(3472 from the databases’ search and 3 from the grey sources’ search) 
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