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 Grosswetterlagen (GWL) classification of atmospheric  circulation: types, forms, and subclasses 
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West (W) 

WA – Anticyclonic Westerly 
WZ – Cyclonic Westerly 
WS – South-Shifted Westerly 
WW – Westerly, Block Eastern Europe 
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 Southwest (SW) 
SWA – Anticyclonic South-Westerly 
SWZ – Cyclonic South-Westerly 
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Northwest (NW) 
NWA – Anticyclonic North-Westerly 
NWZ – Cyclonic North-Westerly 
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HM – High over Central Europe 
BM – Zonal Ridge across Central Europe 
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North (N) 

NA – Anticyclonic Northerly 
NZ – Cyclonic Northerly 
HNA – Icelandic High, Ridge Central Europe 
HNZ – Icelandic High, Trough Central Europe 
HB – High over the British Isles 
TRM – Trough over Central Europe 
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Northeast (NE) 
NEA – Anticyclonic North-Easterly 
NEZ – Cyclonic North-Easterly 
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East (E) 

HFA – Scandinavian High, Ridge Central Europe 
HFZ – Scandinavian High, Trough Central Europe 
HNFA – High Scandinavian-Iceland, Ridge C. Europe 
HNFZ – High Scandinavian-Iceland, Trough C. Europe 
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Southeast (SE) 
SEA – Anticyclonic South-Easterly 
SEZ – Cyclonic South-Easterly 
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South (S) 

SA – Anticyclonic Southerly 
SZ – Cyclonic Southerly 
TB – Low over the British Isles 
TRW – Trough over Western Europe 
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U – Undefined 
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