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Dear Editor,
 
Thank you and reviewers for kindly reviewing our manuscript with the opportunity for the potential publication pending further revision. We have carefully answered these comments. Please find the point-by-point list of comments and our responses below. We are most grateful for this opportunity to receive comments and look forward to the next correspondence.

Sincerely,


Reviewers' comments:
Reviewer #1: The abstract should be re-written to include the following sentence in its conclusion: Given the retrospective nature of this analysis and the potential for selection bias and residual confounding, future RCTs are warranted to confirm these findings and provide more robust evidence to guide surgical decision-making.
Author response:
[bookmark: _GoBack]We have revised the abstract to include the suggested sentence in the conclusion to emphasize the limitations of our study and the need for future randomized controlled trials. We appreciate your insightful recommendation.

