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Supplementary Information 
 

Figure S1. Violation of scalar variance property.  

Data show the ratio of the Spread to the fixed interval duration for each bird at each fixed 
interval. Under the scalar variance property, this ratio should be the same for all three fixed 
intervals.   
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Figure S2. Interval timing performance of individual starlings  

Data shown for each bird are mean points for PROBE trials during the final 4 days of the tri-
peak procedure task, with the fitted 10th order polynomial (solid line). Dashed reference 
lines show the trained FI durations (SHORT, 5s in red; MEDIUM, 15 s in green; LONG, 45 s in 
blue). Pecks to each of the keys are coloured red for lefthand key (trained on the 5 s FI), 
green for centre key (15 s FI) and blue for righthand key (45 s FI). Individual starling identity 
is denoted by a 4 letter code above each panel A to BB. 
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