Standard definitions adopted for the analysis

	Definition
	Explanation

	BC set
	Pair of BC bottles (aerobic and anaerobic), or single bottles, obtained from the same sampling procedure; applies for multi-sampling strategy only (MSS).

	BC episode
	Group of BC bottles collected within 24 h (after the first index BC sample that defines hour 0) from a single patient in a hospital area

	PV episode
	Episode consisting of a group of BC bottles obtained exclusively from PV

	CVC episode
	Episode consisting of a group of BC bottles with at least one sample from a CVC. Any peripheral vein samples part of the same episode is considered part of the CVC episode

	Solitary episode
	Episode consisting of a single BC set or of a single BC bottle

	Contaminant organisms panel
	CoNS (excluding S. lugdunensis), Micrococcus spp., Cutibacterium acnes, Corynebacterium spp. (excluding C. jeikeium and C. striatum), Bacillus spp., Lactobacillus spp., Aerococcus spp.

	Restrictive contamination criteria
	Non-solitary PV episode with an isolated organism belonging to the contaminant organisms panel found in only one BC bottle

	Contaminations after manual review
	Manual definition by an operator of adjunctive contaminated events. The system gives the opportunity of reviewing non-solitary episodes with an organism belonging to the contaminant organisms panel found in > 1 BC bottles (any number of bottles) and classifying them as contaminated or not

	True positive episodes
	Number of positive episodes minus number of contaminated episodes/ total number of episodes per cent




BC blood culture, CoNS coagulase-negative staphylococci, CVC central venous catheter, PV peripheral vein

