Journal name: Regional Environmental Change
Article title: Adaptation planning and the use of climate change projections in Local Government in England and Germany
Authors: Lorenz, S., S. Dessai, P. M. Forster and J. Paavola
Affiliation:  School of Earth and Environment and Centre for Climate Change Economics and Policy, University of Leeds, Leeds, LS2 9JT, UK, ORCID ID orcid.org/0000-0002-9124-9690
Author for correspondence: S.Lorenz@leeds.ac.uk
Supplementary material 1

Focus area description
Our empirical data collection focused on the South East Region and the East Midlands Region of England, as they encompass a range of climate change impacts demanding adaptation whilst showcasing socio-economic and demographic diversity. The South East is the country’s most populous region with ~8.7 million inhabitants (ONS 2014a), 75% of which live in urban areas (Causer and Park 2011). It is second only to London, in terms of economic performance, contributing almost 15% to the UK’s gross value added (GVA) (ONS 2014b). The South East is impacted by flooding with 25% of properties at risk, but after London, the region is also likely to suffer the most from extreme heat events (Climate UK 2012a), especially because of its higher proportion of older people (Causer and Park 2011).
The East Midlands Region currently has 4.6 million residents (ONS 2014a), but it is expected to see the highest population growth amongst the English regions over the next two decades (Beaumont 2009). The region contributes almost 6% of UK GVA (ONS 2014b). The regional economy was originally based on the textile and coal industry and manufacturing together with agriculture are still drivers of the economy (Beaumont 2009). Flooding especially at the coast but also water shortages for agricultural production are key projected impacts from climate change (Climate UK 2012b).      
[bookmark: _GoBack]In Germany, our study focused on the state of North Rhine-Westphalia (NRW). It is the industrial heartland of the country as well as a state in which adaptation policy is being increasingly legislated. NRW is Germany’s most populous state with ~17.6 million inhabitants (SB 2013). The state contributes almost 22% to German GVA (SB 2014), with the financial, insurance and business sectors dominating. The industrialised zone in the Rhine Valley is considered as one of Germany’s most sensitive regions to a number of climate change impacts (Rannow et al. 2010), with flooding and heat stress projected to be causing the largest impacts (Rannow et al. 2010, Schröter et al. 2005).        
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