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We analysed climate change (n = 6) and climate change adaptation strategies and plans (n = 4) for 8 out of 14 LAs in the two English regions under study. Only two LAs had both types of strategies, and six LAs did not have either publicly available. As 10 of the 14 LAs are local planning authorities, we also reviewed their core strategies, which determine the overarching guidance for local planning. In Germany, we reviewed the NRW state development plan (Landesentwicklungsplan), the regional plans for the districts in NRW (Regionalplan) (n = 14) and the publicly available local land utilisation plans (Flächennutzungsplan) (n = 6) for those LAs in NRW we conducted interviews in. In addition, we examined the climate protection (and adaptation) concepts and plans, which were publicly available for 10 out of the 15 LAs in NRW we interviewed in (n = 9, as two of the LAs commissioned a joint concept). The concepts mainly focused on mitigation and were funded either nationally or by the state environment ministry. However, ‘special concepts’ that focus on adaptation and integrated concepts looking at both mitigation and adaptation are also supported.
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