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Dear forest owners,

Welcome to the survey within the research project "Small private forest and biodiversity: conservation through resource use" (KLEIBER)!

In this project, I would like to better understand the perspectives that private forest owners have towards their forests and to learn about their motivation for managing them. 
It does not matter whether you have never been active in your forest or whether you are passionate about managing and protecting it - your participation will help 
· to gain a comprehensive picture of both the desired and current management practices in private forests, and
· to develop practical recommendations that identify opportunities for action and support in the areas of forest use and conservation.
To receive a comprehensive impression, it is extremely important that all contacted forest owners fill out the survey as complete as possible. 

The KLEIBER project is carried out by the Northwest German Forest Research Institute and the University of Göttingen. It is supported by the forestry administration of Southern Lower Saxony and the Forestry Ownership Associations of Southern Osnabrück, Southern Hanover, and Northeim. 

The time needed to complete this survey is approximately 30 minutes. Of course, participation in the survey is voluntary. If you prefer to answer the survey online, please use the following link or the QR code below [both removed in the translated version].

All data will be kept strictly confidential and presented anonymously in publications. The data will be evaluated without your name and presented in an aggregated form. Please note the information sheet on Art. 13 of the EU General Data Protection Regulation following the survey.

Please complete the questionnaire within two weeks and return it with the return envelope (postage paid by the project) to the following address: 


Malin Tiebel
Lehrstuhl für sozial-ökologische Interaktionen in Agrarsystemen
DARE - Department für Agrarökonomie und Rurale Entwicklung
Georg-August-Universität Göttingen
Postfach 20 05 [not longer existing]
37010 Göttingen


For questions or feedback of any kind, please contact me by email (malin.tiebel@uni-goettingen.de).

Thank you very much for your participation in the survey!

With kind regards, 



Malin Tiebel						



Part I: Your decisions in the forest 
1. How important do you perceive the following objectives regarding your forest? For each row, please check the answer that applies to you. 
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	not important
	rather unimportant
	neither
	rather important
	very important
	no opinion

	Collection of non-wood products
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Possibility for own recreation
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Wood production for selling
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Wood production for personal consumption
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Long-term preservation of a stable and healthy forest stand
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Possibility for hunting
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Safeguarding or enhancement of landscape beauty
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Protection as a cultural asset
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Carbon sequestration, conservation of carbon sinks
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Biodiversity conservation 
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Preservation for financial security
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Profit maximization
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Preservation of family heritage
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Protection of soil, water, air quality 
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Preservation as a place of education
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Possibility for nature observation
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐




2. Which of the following activities are carried out in your forest (both by you and by third parties)? Please check all that apply.


· Thinning (e.g., felling of competitive trees, extraction of firewood) 
· Protection of habitat trees 
· Protection of young plants against browsing (e.g., by fences)
· Reduction of damage due to logging 
· Avoidance of chemical pesticides 
· Coppicing / coppicing with standards 
· Wood pasture 
· Promotion of a shrub layer 
· Promotion of broadleaf trees in coniferous forests 
· Protection / restoration of light stand structures (open / light areas) 
· Protection / maintenance of special structures (e.g., bizarre growth forms)
· Use of logging horses 
· Timber sale

Continuation of question 2: Which of the following activities are carried out in your forest (both by you and by third parties)? Please check all that apply.


· Planting / promotion of native tree species (e.g., common oak, sessile oak, European beach, Norway spruce, Scots pine)
· Planting / promotion of introduced tree species (e.g., Douglas fir, northern red oak, grand fir)
· Promotion of rare native tree and shrub species (e.g., European crab apple, wild service tree, common yew)
· Promotion of natural tree regeneration
· Avoiding clear-cuts 
· Protection of dead wood 
· Harvest of single mature trees 
· Species protection measures (e.g., for bats or birds)
· Pruning (removal of branches for higher economic value)
· Renaturation of biotopes (e.g., peat bogs, flowing waters, stagnant waters)
· Removal of introduced species (e.g., black cherry, giant hogweed, Japanese knotweed)
· Non-use of parts of the stand

· None of the above. 

3. What would your forest ideally look like in 30-50 years? Here you can describe in keywords how you imagine your forest (structure, composition, possible uses, ...) in the future.


	














4. To what extent do you agree with the following statements about conservation in your forest? For each row, please check the answer that applies to you.

Nature conservation in the forest is understood here as follows: Its measures are intended to ensure the permanent protection of both near-natural habitats, and native animal and plant populations. It is particularly directed at those habitats (e.g., orchid-beech forest) and forest structures (e.g., deadwood, old trees, flowing waters) that are habitat to typical as well as rare or endangered species, and species communities.

	
	
	completely disagree
	rather low agreement
	neither
	rather large agreement
	completely agree
	no opinion

	Structures with high conservation value are present in my forest.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	My management ensures natural forest conditions.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Even without financial support, I am willing to promote nature conservation.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	My forest provides no other benefit to me, which is why I promote nature conservation.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Nature conservation in my forest continues the family tradition.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Nature conservation in my forest implies refraining from any use.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Extraction of renewable resources is more meaningful than nature conservation.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Conservation in my forest can limit recreational uses.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Conservation in my forest prevents a visually beautiful impression.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Conservation in my forest threatens my personal freedom of decision.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Conservation in my forest creates high costs (costs of the measures, lost profits).
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	I do not perform management due to difficult forest stand conditions (e.g., due to steep slopes, swampy areas).
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	I would like to see greater higher involvement in decision-making processes about conservation.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Should your stand be located in a protected area* with management restrictions: I perceive the management restrictions as too strict.
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐


* Nature reserve [Naturschutzgebiet], landscape protection area [Landschaftsschutzgebiet], water protection area [Wasserschutzgebiet], Natura 2000 site: designated under Habitats and/or Birds Directive










5. Which measures would help you to implement more nature conservation measures in your forest? For each row, please check the answer that applies to you.

	
	
	not helpful at all
	rather not helpful
	neither
	rather helpful
	very helpful
	no opinion

	Financial incentives for the implementation of nature conservation measures
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Support in the identification of forest structures worthy of protection
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Cooperation with neighboring forest owners and an expert* to develop concepts across ownership boundaries
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Computer-aided visualizations of possible developments of my stand under different management approaches
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Written advice by an expert*
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Telephone consultation by an expert*
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	On-site consultation by an expert*
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Periodic publications (newsletter) on the topic of small private forests
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Information about legal regulations and financial implications
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Visits to exemplary forest stands where different types of management are applied
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Possibility to exchange experiences
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	"Training" of a local small private forest owner as a contact person for nature conservation issues
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Workshops that bring together nature conservation experts and small private forest owners
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐


* e.g., the local forester

In addition, I find the following measures useful:
	


















Part II: Framework conditions
1. Which important changes have there been in the past regarding the way you deal with your forest and what were the central reasons for them? Here you can describe your experiences in key points. 

	











2. In your opinion, how big is the influence of of the following people, institutions, or media on your decisions regarding the management of your forest? For each row, please check the answer that applies to you.

	
	
	no influence at all

	rather low influence
	neither
	rather big influence
	very big influence
	no opinion

	Other forest owners
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Family
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Friends
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Foresters
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Forestry associations (NGO)* [Waldbesitzerverband]
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Forest owner association* [Forstbetriebsgemeinschaft/Forstbetriebsverband]
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Forestry companies
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Nature conservation organizations (NGO)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Nature conservation administration
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Universities and research institutions
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Daily press or television
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Digital media (internet)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Agricultural and forestry media (e.g., [example from Lower Saxony: Land & Forst])
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐


*[Specific explanations for the respondents] 








3. In your opinion, how big is the influence of the following parameters on your forest?  For each row, please check the answer that applies to you.

	
	
	no influence at all

	rather low influence
	neither
	rather big influence
	very big influence
	no opinion

	Extreme weather events (e.g., droughts, storms)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Climate change
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Spread of introduced (invasive) species (e.g., black cherry)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Recreational use by third parties (e.g., mountain biking)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Nutrient input from agriculture
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Forest pests (e.g., bark beetles)
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Game browsing
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Illegal disposal of waste
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐
	☐



4. In your opinion, are there any notable obstacles in the implementation of your objectives in your forest, and if so, which ones are they? Multiple answers are possible. 


· No notable restrictions


· Lack of time
· Lack of money
· Lack of technical equipment
· Lack of skills
· Lack of knowledge
· Lack of information
· Lack of family labor force
· Forest size is too small 
· Unclear boundaries of the forest
· Unknown contact persons
· Poor accessibility through forest roads
· Uncertainty about the location of the forest
· Distance between forest and living place
· Too much effort
· Lack of interest
· Initial stand conditions unfavorable for my objectives
· Other: ______________________________________________________________________













5a. Which financial support schemes in forestry and conservation are you aware of and which, if any, have you already used? Multiple answers per row are possible. 

	
	I am not aware of this scheme
	I am aware of this scheme
	I have used this scheme

	Natura 2000 compensation payment [Erschwernisausgleich in geschützten Teilen von Natur und Landschaft in Natura 2000-Gebieten] 
	☐
	☐
	☐

	European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development (EAFRD)
	☐
	☐
	☐

	LIFE Programme of the EU
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Joint Task: Improvement of agricultural structure and coastal protection [Gemeinschaftsaufgabe „Verbesserung der Agrarstruktur und des Küstenschutzes“ (GAK)]
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Forest Climate Fund [Waldklimafonds]
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Funding line „forestry“ of Germany's Development Agency for Agribusiness and Rural Areas [Fördersparte „Forstwirtschaft“ der Landwirtschaftlichen Rentenbank]
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Tax benefits in case of calamities / Forest Damage Compensation Act [Forstschädenausgleichsgesetz]
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Eco-accounts for the compensation of interventions in nature (eco-points) [Ökokonten zur Kompensation von Eingriffen in die Natur (Ökopunkte)]
	☐
	☐
	☐

	Federal "Biological Diversity" Program [Bundesprogramm „Biologische Vielfalt“]
	☐
	☐
	☐

	
If you have used another financial support scheme, please list it here:
	








5b. What has prevented you from getting financial support or what obstacles did you encounter in the process of obtaining support? Please tick all the reasons that apply to you.

· 
11
· Forest size is too small 
· No additional benefits
· Unaware of this possibility
· Too much effort
· Lack of experience with the applications
· Unknown contact persons
· Too severe restrictions / constraints
· Lack of time
· No compliance with the eligibility criteria
· Decision of the forest owner association
· Other reasons: _______________________________________________________________
· 




Part III: Some questions about your forest and yourself
1. What is the average share of deciduous trees in your forest? Please tick one answer only.

· 0-25 %
· 26-50 %
· 51-75%
· 76-100 % 
· I don’t know.


2. What is the predominant age structure of your forest? Please tick one answer only.


· Predominantly young forest < 40 years 
· Predominantly middle-aged forest > 40 - 100 years old 
· Predominantly old forest > 100 years 
· I don’t know


3. Is your forest (in part or whole) part of a protected area? Please tick all protected area categories  which apply.


· None
· Areas designated under the Habitats Directive (Natura 2000)
· Areas designated under the Birds Directive (Natura 2000)
· Nature reserve [Naturschutzgebiet]
· Landscape protection area [Landschaftsschutzgebiet]
· Water protection area [Wasserschutzgebiet] 
· Other
· I don’t know.


4. Please indicate the number of forest parcels you own and specify their respective size (in hectares).

	






5. How did you acquire ownership of the forest? If you own multiple forest stands, multiple answers are allowed.  


· I have inherited the forest.
· I received the forest as a gift.
· I have bought the forest.
· I have leased the forest.
· Other types of acquisition


6. How large is the distance between your forest and your main residence? If you own more than one stand, please indicate the distance (approximate air-line distance) to your nearest stand. Please check only one answer. 


· ≤ 10 km
· 11 - 50 km
· 51 - 100 km
· 101 - 200 km
· 201 - 300 km
· 301 - 400 km
· 401 - 500 km
· ≥ 501 km 

7. How often do you visit your forest on average? If you own more than one stand, please indicate the frequency of visits to your nearest stand. Please check only one answer.


· Daily
· At least once a week
· At least once a month
· Mindestens einmal per half year
· At least once per year
· At least once every five years
· Rarer
· I have never been there.


8. In which of the following sectors would you like to  get more informational or educational services? Please check all answers that apply to you.


· Forest maintenance
· Forest restructuring (e.g., change in tree species composition)
· Legal regulations of forestry
· Forest nature conservation 
· Wood harvesting
· Wood marketing
· Support/funding schemes in the forestry sector
· Support/funding schemes in the nature conservation sector

9. How did you acquire your forestry knowledge? Please check all answers that apply to you.


· I don’t have forestry knowledge.
· I have informed myself.
· I have received my knowledge from my family or my friends.
· I attended a course.
· Other
· I participated a meeting or assembly.
· I have been advised by a forester.
· I was trained in forestry[forstliche Ausbildung].
· I have a university degree in forestry.


10. Which gender do you identify with? 


· Male
· Female
· Other

11. Which age group are you in? 


· < 20
· 21-35
· 36-50
· 51-65
· 66-80
· > 80

12. What is your highest educational qualification? If it is not listed, which one is it comparable to? Please tick only one answer.


· I have not (yet) graduated from school. 
· Completion of secondary school after 8th grade [Haupt-/ Volksschulabschluss] 
· General Certificate of Secondary Education, entrance qualification for vocational high school [Mittlere Reife, Realschulabschluss, Fachschulreife] 
· Completion of GDR standard school up to 8/10th grade [Abschluss der Polytechnischen Oberschule (8./10. Klasse)] 
· Advanced technical college entrance qualification, completion of higher technical college [Fachhochschulreife, Abschluss einer Fachoberschule] 
· Completion of final secondary school examinations, general or subject-specific higher education entrance qualification [Abitur, allgemeine oder fachgebundene Hochschulreife] 
· Completed training [Abgeschlossene Ausbildung]
· Master craftsman, technician [Meister, Techniker]
· Degree from university / university of applied sciences [Fach-/ Hochschulstudium]


13. In which field are you or were you mainly professionally active? Please tick one answer only.

· I have never been employed (yet).
· Agriculture, forestry, and fishing (primary sector) 
· Manufacturing industry (secondary sector) 
· Other economic areas, services (tertiary sector)


14. Do you have a frequent connection to forests in your job or your free time? Please tick one answer only.


· Yes
· No
· I don’t know.


15. In which kind of place did you spent most time of your life? Please tick one answer only.

· In a village (up to 5,000 registered persons)
· In a small town (up to 30,000 registered persons)
· In a medium-sized city (up to 100,000 registered persons)
· In a large city (up to 500,000 registered persons)
· In a large city (over 500,000 registered persons)

16. Is there anything else you would like to share with us?

	












In the KLEIBER project, we would also like to conduct in-depth interviews and possibly visit your forest stand. If you are willing to participate in such a case study, please tick the following box and provide us a possibility to contact you (e.g., email or phone number) and add your signature.

· I would be willing to take part in an in-depth interview and to enable a possible visit to my forest stand (your contact information will be deleted immediately if requested, otherwise after the project ends).


__________________________________________________________________________________
Contact details and signature

By signing, you confirm that your data will be stored (for a short duration) to contact you.


Please use the envelope (we pay the postage) and return the survey to us via the following address: 

Malin Tiebel
Lehrstuhl für sozial-ökologische Interaktionen in Agrarsystemen
DARE - Department für Agrarökonomie und Rurale Entwicklung
Georg-August-Universität Göttingen
Postfach 20 05 [not longer existing]
37010 Göttingen


We thank you very much for your assistance!
Information Sheet pursuant to Art. 13 General Data Protection Regulation (Regulation (EU) 2016/679)

The following information must be provided to you in accordance with Article 13 of the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR, Regulation (EU) 2016/679) when personal data is collected:

Responsible for the collection and processing of the personal data is the Georg-August University Göttingen, foundation under public law (without University Medicine), Wilhelmsplatz 1, 37073 Göttingen, represented by its president [referred to as UGOE]. Specific processing unit is the chair of Socio-ecological Interactions in Agricultural Systems within the framework of the KLEIBER project.


The data protection officer of the UGOE is 
Prof. Andreas Wiebe, LL.M. (Virginia), 
Platz der Göttinger Sieben 6
37073 Göttingen
E-Mail: datenschutz@uni-goettingen.de.

The collection of personal data is necessary to determine possible parameters influencing forest management as well as personal objectives. It is based on your consent according to Art. 6 Section 1 Subsection 1 lit. a).

The personal data collected in the aforesaid research project will be processed by the researchers named out to you. 
Personal data is deleted as soon as it is no longer required. Wherever and whenever possible, the data will be anonymized.

The data subject has a right to access to the personal data concerning him or her and, where appropriate, a right to rectification, a right to erasure or a right to restriction of processing of such data and a right to object the processing and possibly a right to data portability. 

[bookmark: _Hlk70682461]The affected person has a right of appeal to the data protection supervisory authority (Art. 77 DSGVO). The data protection supervisory authority responsible for the University of Göttingen is the State Commissioner for Data Protection of Lower Saxony:

Prinzenstraße 5
30159 Hannover
E-Mail: poststelle@lfd.niedersachsen.de
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