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To examine the effects of region on the results, GB was divided into three areas reflecting western, central and eastern areas of the country.  These followed the 10 regional groupings used by Tapper 1992 and were limited to these groupings by the anonymised nature of the data. At a county level these regions comprised:
Western comprised, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Somerset, Avon, Wales, Dumfries and Galloway, Strathclyde and the Highlands and Islands. 
Central included Wiltshire, Hampshire, Isle of Wight, West Sussex, Surrey, London, Kent, East Sussex, Shropshire, Staffordshire, West Midlands, Hereford and Worcester, Gloucestershire, Cumbria, Lancashire, Merseyside, Manchester, Cheshire and Derbyshire. 
Eastern included Lincolnshire, Cambridgeshire, Norfolk, Suffolk, Essex, Nottinghamshire, Leicestershire, Warwickshire, Northamptonshire, Bedfordshire, Buckinghamshire, Oxfordshire, Hertfordshire, Yorkshire, Durham, Tyne and Wear, Cleveland, Northumberland, Borders, Lothian, Fife, Central, Tayside, and Grampian.  
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