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Supplementary Information
A: Interview guide
Information 
Thank you for agreeing to take part in the focus group research. We are interested in finding out more about your views on agroforestry.
The University of Newcastle, the University of Reading, Northumbria University and Aberystwyth University are collaborating in a project aiming to understand farmers' views and attitudes towards agro-forestry schemes. 
The results of this research will be used to inform future agroforestry policies through presentations, policy briefs and publications in scientific journals. The focus group discussion should take approximately I hour to complete.
 Ple9ase express your views freely. Your views are important to us and everybody’s views will be included in the report. We will not include any personal or identifying details as part of the project reporting. 
This research project has been reviewed by Newcastle University's Research Ethics Committee, and has received an ethical approval.
Informed consent sheet

PROTOCOL 
Facilitator 
Agroforestry (AF) is the practice of integrating trees or shrubs with agricultural crops or livestock. There are different types of agroforestry:
1) Silvo-pastoral: Incorporates trees in fields dedicated to grazing. These can be wood pasture, orchard grazing, or individual trees.
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2) Silvo-arable: Incorporates trees in fields dedicated to growing crops. These can be alley cropping, alley coppice, orchard intercropping or individual trees
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 3) Agrosilvopasture: Incorporates trees in fields used for growing crops and grazing. These can be alley cropping and/or orchard intercropping and/or individual trees
 4) Hedgerows, shelterbelts and riparian buffer strips. These can be shelterbelt networks, wooden edges and riparian strips
 5) Woods or plantations: A field area planted with trees

Note: Pictures shared by the Organic Research Centre. 

Facilitator: Discussion point 1
What do you think are the advantages of agroforestry? 
Prompts: Improved farm income, environmental benefits such as improved biodiversity, more aesthetic landscapes, more productive land, better flood management. 
What do you think are the disadvantages of agroforestry? 
Prompts: reduced farm income, uncertainty regarding policies such as ELMS and payments for agroforestry, less productive land etc. 

Facilitator: Discussion point 2.
The UK government has designed different funding schemes aiming to support farmers and landowners to adopt agroforestry (AF) and achieve its environmental and climate targets while maintaining food security and economic growth. An example is ELMS (the Environmental Land Management Scheme).  These schemes will provide payment for specific farming activities, including introducing and maintaining agroforestry.  In general, what do you think the potential benefits of AF might be? 
Prompts:  increase farm productivity, support the rural economy, providing habitats for native species; improve air and water quality;  reduce flood risk ; beauty of  landscapes improve farm animal welfare; resilience of the environment to climate change; increase farm resilience to system shocks (e.g. economic, climate); meeting environmental policy targets (e.g. net zero, biodiversity) 

Facilitator: Discussion point 3
What would act as a barrier to you introducing Agroforestry on your farm?
Prompts : negative impact on other farm operations; reduce the resale value of the land ; negative impact on the landscape ; threaten food security; Financial returns (excluding subsidies) from AF are too low; capital cost needed for AF adoption is too high; The wait for income from AF is too long; upfront cost of AF is very high; The long-term cost of AF is very high (16); Access to, and availability of, skilled labour; The payment rates for AF uptake; There is insufficient support for capital expenditure needed for introducing AF;  close to markets for AF products is important for AF

Facilitator: Discussion point 4
Thinking about your farm, please discuss the factors which would influence your decisions in relation to adopting AF. 
Prompts: knowledge of tree planting and management, knowledge of the markets for AF products, land suitability  for AF , access to equipment needed for AF management .

Facilitator: Discussion point 5
I would now like to think about the tree density required to trigger payments from DEFRA. what is the minimum tree density you would consider that you would consider planting an agroforestry system. For example if there was a minimum planting density or payment of 20sph (20 stems/trees/plants per ha) would you consider planting trees? 
Would this also depend on the tree species planted and the type of AF adopted? 

Facilitator: Discussion point 6. 
What are your thoughts if agroforestry tree planting is made permanent (e.g. there is a requirement to replant following a felling licence)? 

Facilitator: Discussion point 7.
What do you think are the most important features of any scheme to promote agroforestry? 
Prompts: How the performance is evaluated (measurable outcomes, changes made to the farmland, both); Tree planting density, Length of AF scheme contract, Extra payment for extra AF management options , Non-monetary support (e.g. training, advisory, marketing assistance with produce of trees, upfront payment,  scheme type (eg government, private sector, public-private partnership, planting of natives species, the planting of native species; How the performance is evaluated (measurable outcomes, changes made to the farmland.

Facilitator: Discussion point 8
Is agroforestry the best terms to describe this type of farming? Do you have other suggestions?
Discussion point 9. Is there anything you would like to add to our discussions today? 

Thank you for your time etc. information about payments.
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