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Online Table 1 (S1): Patient involvement – available roles for patients within BTEs

	Type of role
	Definition
	Literature sources

	Passive
	This term covers a variety of patient roles within BTEs including the patient as:
Data, example, case (e.g. signs, symptoms, conditions)
Teaching material or aid 
Teaching resource
Clinical object or body, especially for students to practise on during physical examinations  (e.g. prop)
As a result the involvement of the patient within is often ‘opportunistic’ ‘one-off’ events, on the part of the clinician, with teaching/learning the primary purpose of the interaction.
	Cox (ii) 1993; Linsfor and Neelon 1980; ;; McLachan et al. 2012; Monrouxe et al 2009; Ramani 2008; Rees et al. 2007; Spencer et al. 2000; Spencer and McKimm 2010; Stark et al. 2008; Towle et al 2010; Wykurz and Kelly 2002

	Tolerant
	Patient merely accepts physical examination as par for course in teaching hospital
	Chretien et al 2010

	Excluded from interaction
	Use of technical or medical language between the clinician and medical student means that patient does not fully understand what is being said, nor is it explained to them in clear, lay language
	Bellet 1997; Fletcher et al 2005; 2007; Lehmann et al 1997; Janicik and Fletcher 2003; Linsfor and Neelon 1980; Ramani et al. 2003; Spencer and McKimm 2010

	Social
	Patients benefit from human contact when in hospital, to break up the boredom  and feelings of isolation
	Chretien et al 2010; Rees et al. 2007

	Helping
	Patients are willing to give something back to the health service that has treated them and derive value from contributing to future doctors
	Chretien et al. 2010; Rees et al. 2007; Spencer et al. 2000

	Learning 
	During BTEs patients are educated and informed about their illnesses, treatments, reasons for being in hospital and what happens next etc. Promotes patient understanding.
	Chretien et al 2010; Fletcher et al. 2005; Lehmann et al. 1997; Spencer et al. 2000

	Whole patient
	Moving beyond treat patients as bearers of 
Patient as an individual. Understanding the patient within the social setting, local context and social structures 
	Boehm 2008; Branch et al. 1991; Fletcher et al. 2007; Spencer et al. 2000; Weissmann et al. 2006; 

	Patient teachers, experts and educators
	Patient s have a ‘unique illness experience’ (Stacy and Spender 1999:693), which makes them ‘experts’ on their conditions and health issues and ideal instructors in community settings. 
‘Patient is given preparation for specific teaching role, may actively question students, may be involved in giving feedback and evaluating students’ performance’ (Towle et al. 2010: 66). This role suits the development of students’ physical examination techniques and communication skills. 
	Stacy and Spencer 1999; Towle et al. 2010; Wykurz 1999; 

	Partners
	Patients are fully involved in BTEs, planning teaching sessions, student assessment, curriculum development/enactment, employed by medical schools
	Spencer et al. 2011; Spencer and McKimm 2010; Towle et al. 2010
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