
 

Supplementary Fig. S1: General views of Gull Island (Sinop, Türkiye) and field sampling activities. 
(A–C) Photographs showing representative areas of the island during fieldwork, including rocky 
substrates and dense herbaceous and shrub vegetation used by breeding yellow-legged gulls (Larus 
michahellis). Researchers are shown examining gull nesting areas and surrounding substrates for tick 
collection. (D) Close-up view of an active yellow-legged gull nest containing eggs, located within dense 
herbaceous vegetation. 
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Supplementary Fig. S2: Close-up view of an adult I. ricinus female attached to the tibial region of a 
gull chick (Larus michahellis) during field examination. 



 

Supplementary F൴g. S3: Uncollapsed max൴mum l൴kel൴hood phylogenet൴c tree based on m൴tochondr൴al 16S rRNA gene sequences of argas൴d t൴cks. The tree 
൴ncludes all taxa shown ൴n F൴g. 6 w൴thout clade collaps൴ng. Sequences generated ൴n th൴s study are shown ൴n red, w൴th the correspond൴ng cluster h൴ghl൴ghted ൴n 
grey. Argas pers৻cus and Argas monachus were ൴ncluded as outgroups. Bootstrap support values are shown on branches. 


