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Supplementary Material
S1. Factor Analysis – Scree Plot
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Figure S1: Scree plot indicating the eigenvalues for factor analysis of the 33 items assessing different dimensions of mate preference.  

S2. Differences between congenitally and late blind individuals
In order to assess whether the sex differences in mate preferences observed between sighted and blind individuals were influenced by the onset of blindness, we compared the sub-group of congenitally blind individuals with those individuals that went blind after birth. Blindness onset in the latter group ranged from 2 years to 60 years of age. Thereby, the duration of blindness in the late-blind ranged from 4 years to 43 years. As the group of blind individuals was split up into smaller sub-groups (congenitally blind: 10 males, 10 females; late blind: 9 males, 9 females), sample sizes were too small to detect significant effects. However, average ratings should illustrate potential differences between congenitally or late blind individuals. 
Mean importance ratings for a partner’s physical attractiveness are depicted for congenitally blind, late blind, and sighted individuals in figure S2. They showed that importance ratings were similar across females in all three vision groups, while they were decreased in both blind male groups (Δcong = -0.5; Δlate = -0.6) and enhanced in sighted males (Δ = 1.1). However, using independent t-tests these differences did not reach significance (congenitally blind: t(17) = 0.88, p = .392, late blind: t(12) = 1.42, p = .183). 

Figure S2: Mean importance ratings for a partner’s physical attractiveness for congenitally blind and late blind individuals plotted separately. Scores of sighted individual are plotted as a reference. Error bars indicate standard error of the mean. Gray dashed line indicates mean score of all female groups.

Mean importance ratings for a partner’s status and resources in congenitally blind, late blind, and sighted individuals are shown in figure S3. As suggested by the main analysis, the average ratings were higher for females than males in all groups (Δcong = 0.6; Δlate = 0.8; Δsighted = 0.7).  However, also in this no significant sex-differences were found in the two blind sub-groups (congenitally blind: t(18) = 0.9, p = .38, late blind: t(15) = 1.62, p = .127).


Figure S3: Mean importance ratings for a partner’s status and resources for all sightedness groups plotted separately. Scores for sighted individual are plotted as a reference. Error bars indicate standard error of the mean. Gray dashed line indicates mean score of all female groups.

Figure S4 shows mean importance ratings for a partner’s similar personality and values in congenitally blind, late blind, and sighted individuals. The average ratings were higher for females than males in all groups (Δcong = 0.5; Δlate = 0.1; Δsighted = 0.4).  Similar to above, this sub-group comparison did not reach significance for either congenitally blind (t(18) = 1.41, p = .175) or late blind (t(13) = 0.17, p = .87) individuals.


Figure S4: Mean importance ratings for similar personality and values in a partner for all sightedness groups plotted separately. Scores for sighted individual are plotted as a reference. Error bars indicate standard error of the mean. Gray dashed line indicates mean score of all female groups.

Overall, we did not find significant differences between males and females for congenitally blind or late blind individuals separately, which is likely due to reducing the sample size for each group. However, average importance scores for the different partner characteristics mirror the findings of the main analysis, suggesting that both congenitally blind and late blind individuals rated partner characteristics more similarly to each other, compared to sighted individuals. More specifically, physical attractiveness was rated as less important in males who were both blind from birth, or lost their vision later in life, compared to females in the respective blindness-onset groups. Sighted individuals however, showed the opposite effect, with sighted males placing higher importance on physical attractiveness than sighted women. Taken together, this might suggest that the male preference for a physically attractive partner is shaped more directly by visually perceivable cues rather than by visual memory of physical attractiveness.
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S3. Material - Questionnaire
Questionnaire Survey
What is your sex?  Required
Please select exactly one answer.
 Male
 Female
Please assess the importance of the following characteristics in a potential long-term partner on a scale from 1 (absolutely unimportant) to 7 (absolutely indispensable). 
Please do not select more than one answer per row.
Please select at least 1 answer(s).
	
	1 Absolutely Unimportant
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7 Absolutely Indispensable

	How important is it for you that a partner has long hair?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


What is your age?  Required
Where do you live?  Required
What age should your partner be compared to you?  Required
 Older
 Younger
 Same age
 No preference
If your ideal partner is older than you, how much older should they be? 
If your ideal partner is younger than you, how much younger should they be? 
Do you believe your partner’s appearance influences how other people perceive you? Required
 Yes
 No
Are you…?  Required
 Single
 Married/in a marriage-like partnership/long-term relationship
 Separated
 Divorced
 Widowed
If you’re married, or in a long-term relationship, is your partner…? 
 Able to see
 Visually impaired
 Blind from birth
 Went blind later on
If you're married, or in a long-term relationship, who is the main earner in your household? 
 Me
 My partner
 We both earn the same amount
 Neither
 Other
If you selected Other, please specify: 
What is the highest level of education you have completed?  Required
 GCSEs/CSEs/O-Levels
 A Levels
 Undergraduate Degree/Bachelor’s Degree
 Masters Degree/Postgraduate Degree
 PhD
What is your current occupation?  Required
 Employed
 In Education
 Housewife / Housekeeper
 Retired
 Unemployed
If you are working, do you work...? 
 Part time
 Full time
If you are working, what sector do you work in? 
What is your level of visual disability?  Required
 Fully sighted
 Vision corrected by lenses
 Low vision or partially sighted
 Registered blind or legally blind
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At what age did you develop blindness or visual impairment?  Required
What is the cause of your visual impairment or blindness?  Required
 Congenital Retinopathy
 Optic Neuropathy
 Diabetic Retinopathy
 Macular Degeneration
 Retinitis pigmentosa
 Cataract
 Glaucoma
 Other
If you selected Other, please specify: 
How important is it for you that your partner possesses some form of sight (not 100% blind)? Required
Please don't select more than 1 answer(s) per row.
Please select at least 1 answer(s).
	
	1 Absolutely Unimportant
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7 Absolutely Indispensable.

	Please select
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


For those who became developed a visual impairment/blindness later, do you still have a visual image when you think of someone who is attractive?  Required
 Yes
 No
 Not applicable
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Please assess the importance of the following characteristics in a potential long-term partner on a scale from 1 (absolutely unimportant) to 7 (absolutely indispensable). 
	
	 Required

	
	1 Absolutely Unimportant
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7 Absolutely Indispensable

	How important is it for a partner to cook well and be a good housekeeper / housekeeper?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a healthy smooth skin?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a pleasant disposition?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you to have a partner who is sociable?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a school education which is similar to your school education?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner has beautiful healthy hair?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to be elegant?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for your partner to be educated?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a fit, firm body?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a secure financial future?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner has little sexual experience?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to be active and vital?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a reliable character?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have emotional stability and maturity?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a male figure (wide shoulders and narrow hips), or that a female partner has a narrow figure and is well-proportioned?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner would like a home and children?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you to have a partner of a higher social class than you?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to look good?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner has the same religious background as you?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner is ambitious?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a pleasant voice?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to be humorous?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is the affection and love of a partner?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner is healthy, so does not suffer from a chronic illness?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a distinguished social status?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have a pleasant body odour?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to be intelligent?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to have the same political views as you?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to be diligent?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner does not have a language error, that is, for example, not lisp, or stutter?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner is career-oriented?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner is taller than you, or that a partner is shorter than you?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner is lean?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that a partner is not physically disabled?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to earn more than you?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for you that your partner does not show significant signs of aging?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	How important is it for a partner to be cared for?
	
	
	
	
	
	
	




Congenitally blind	0.31907381591098943	0.42975353401688271	0.42975353401688271	Male	Female	2.82	3.29	Late Blind	0.27199999999999996	0.44689148570989801	0.27199999999999996	0.44689148570989801	Male	Female	2.544	3.1440000000000001	Sighted	0.26268530874141288	0.27213442056664355	0.26268530874141288	0.27213442056664355	Male	Female	4.3099999999999996	3.22	
Importance of physical attractiveness




Congenitally blind	0.41109609582188933	0.45220570540407817	0.41109609582188933	0.45220570540407817	Male	Female	3.65	4.2	Late blind	0.42333333333333334	0.44901280605345767	0.42333333333333334	0.44901280605345767	Male	Female	3.09	3.9	Sighted	0.18085600033491522	0.25985057519384369	0.18085600033491522	0.25985057519384369	Male	Female	3.44	4.17	
Importance of status and resources




Congenitally blind	0.2593067681338071	0.28144271175498575	0.2593067681338071	0.28144271175498575	Male	Female	5.03	5.57	Late blind	0.21	0.32126980205784311	0.21	0.32126980205784311	Male	Female	5.19	5.25	Sighted	0.15118578920369088	0.12661809845809113	0.15118578920369088	Male	Female	4.96	5.35	
Importance of personality and values
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