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Supplememntary material

Appendix 1. The data fields in BIOCAT2010.  See Greathead and Greathead (1992) for a more detailed discussion of some of these fields.
	Name
	Format
	Contents and comments

	The biological control agent (BCA)

	BCA genus
	Free text
	Genus of the BCA

	BCA species
	Free text
	Species name of the BCA

	BCA notes
	Free text
	Additional notes, e.g. the subspecies, partial identifications, number of species when pooled

	BCA family
	Free text
	Family of the BCA

	The target pest species

	Target family
	Free text
	Family of the target pest

	Target genus
	Free text
	Genus of the target pest

	Target species
	Free text
	Species name of the target pest

	Target notes
	Free text
	Additional notes, e.g. the subspecies, partial identifications, or when groups at above the genus level were specified as targets (e.g. aphids, house flies)

	Target origin OW/NW
	Limited options
	Whether the target pest area of origin was Old World or New World

	Target origin region
	Limited options
	The zoogeographical area of origin of the target pest (after Greathead and Greathead 1992) 1

	Target origin country
	Limited options
	The political country of origin of the target pest (based on a CABI standard list of countries used to compile CABI compendia)

	Target origin area
	Limited options (seldom used)
	The state (or equivalent), group of states, island or group of islands of origin of the target pest within the country of origin (based on a subset of the CABI standard list of country divisions used to compile CABI compendia)

	Target crop(s)
	Free text
	Confined to preferred terms in the CABI thesaurus

	Target other
	Free text
	Where the BCA was released against a secondary target, this is listed here and not as a separate introduction

	Target comments
	Free text
	Optional field to clarify information relating to the target pest, e.g. polyphagous pest, origin unknown, etc.

	Date of release 

	Date first year
	Number
	The date of first release of the BCA in this introduction

	Date text
	Free text
	Year(s) of release of this BCA; may be a span of years, a decade, prior to or after a known year, etc.

	Where the release was made

	Release OW/NW
	Limited options
	Whether the release was made in the Old World or New World

	Release region
	Limited options
	The zoogeographical area of release (after Greathead and Greathead 1992) 1

	Release country
	Limited options
	The political country of release (based on a CABI standard list of countries used to compile CABI compendia)

	Release area
	Limited options
	The state (or equivalent), group of states, island or group of islands of release (based on a subset of the CABI standard list of country divisions used to compile CABI compendia)

	The origin and source of the BCA

	BCA origin NW/OW
	Limited options
	Whether the area of origin of the BCA is Old World or New World

	BCA origin region
	Limited options
	The zoogeographical area of origin of the BCA (after Greathead and Greathead 1992) 1

	BCA source country
	Limited options
	The political country of origin of the BCA used for release (based on a CABI standard list of countries used to compile CABI compendia)

	BCA source area
	Limited options
	The state (or equivalent), group of states, island or group of islands of origin of the BCA used for release (based on a subset of the CABI standard list of country divisions used to compile CABI compendia)

	BCA intermediate source
	Free text
	The previous two fields are intended to capture the original source of the BCA; this field is used to record if it was obtained via one or more intermediary countries. This detail is not always reliable in the BIOCAT database up to 2006

	The result

	Establishment
	Limited options
	Not known / Not established / Temporary establishment / Permanent establishment / Recovered (too soon to know if permanently established)

	Impact
	Limited options
	Result unknown / Established but no control / Partial control (reduced pest status but other controls/agents needed) / Partial to complete control (mixed opinions noted) / Partial to substantial control (mixed opinions noted) / Substantial control (other control needed occasionally or in small areas only) / Substantial to complete control (mixed opinions noted) / Complete control (no other control required)

	Reference sources

	PAN
	Free text
	CABI PAN (a unique number that links to a single entry in CAB Abstracts) for information source; mostly used for post 2006 records

	Reference
	Free text
	Author(s) and year of information source (linked to a separate table of full references); mostly used for pre 2006 records

	Additional comments

	Additional comments
	Free text
	Space to record anything else not covered in the above fields


1 Zoogeographical regions (after Greathead and Greathead 1992): Afrotropical, Australasia, Caribbean, East Palaearctic, Indian, Malesian, Mascarene, Nearctic, Neotropical, Oriental, Pacific, West Palaearctic

2

