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Role and background 



1. How would you describe your role? 

a. How long have you been employed in this role? 

b. What did you do before?

c. How long have you been working on biodiversity and/or ecosystem services?



Experience of gaining information 



For policy makers and implementers:

2. General personal experience of gaining information (not necessarily on biodiversity and/or ESs):

a. How do you normally go about gaining the information you need to make your decisions?

b. Where do you get knowledge from? What are your main sources of information?

c. Would you consider other sources of information? Why? Why not?

d. Do personal contacts have a big influence on your decision-making?

e. Is information easily accessible? 

f. Is information relevant to your work?

g. Is information in a form that is easy to use for you? 

h. Why do you use some information sources more than others?

i. What information do you trust most? Least?



For scientists:

2. Personal experience of communicating scientific knowledge:

a. Is science-policy interfacing a requirement of your job? 

b. How do you go about it? Intermediaries (e.g. communications department etc)? Do you write policy briefs? 

c. Do you contact policy-makers and/or implementers directly? If so, who, how and when? 



General perceptions of knowledge uptake, gaps and uncertainties



For policy makers and implementers:

3. Perceptions of current knowledge in the field of biodiversity and ecosystem services

a. Is there enough information? 

b. If not, what is lacking – what areas of research would you like more information on?

c. How can these gaps be addressed (e.g. if needed: increased funding, more targeted research, more joined-up thinking, alternative tools)?

d. (How) is local knowledge (gained from personal experience and observations) taken into account? How important is this consideration?



For scientists:

3. Perceptions of uptake of current knowledge in biodiversity and ecosystem services 

a. Do you think policy-makers are aware of current scientific knowledge? 

b. Do policy-makers use the current scientific knowledge?  If not, why not?

c. If only some knowledge influences the decision-making processes of policy makers, why?

d. (How) is local knowledge integrated in scientific research? Do you use local knowledge to develop research ideas? Do you use local knowledge in the data collection?



4. Gaps and uncertainties:

a. Are there major gaps or uncertainties in the data available?  

b. How can these gaps be addressed (e.g. if needed: increased funding, more targeted research, more joined-up thinking?) 

c. How are uncertainties or risks communicated?



General thoughts on SPIs 



5. In your experience, what factors would be needed to enable a good link between scientific knowledge and your decision-making? 



6. Do you have any examples of where the “right” science had been communicated, at the relevant time, in the relevant way (again: how, why, in what context etc)?



7. In your experience, what factors make it difficult to link scientific knowledge and decision-making? 



8. How could communication between scientists and decision-makers be improved? Would different efforts be appropriate at/for different levels?



Examples could include: Linking individual scientists with policy-makers? Development of groups of scientists who can be called upon on certain issues? Promoting interdisciplinary working? Training of scientists/ policy-makers? Etc



9. Do you think the importance of biodiversity is recognised in policies? If not, why? How could this be improved?



10. Would you like to add anything? Could you suggest other key people to talk to?


