Appendix S1
INTERNATIONAL EFFORTS AND COMMITMENTS OF ISLAND STATES TO CONSERVE AND MONITOR ISLAND BIODIVERSITY
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Efforts to conserve biological diversity on islands are increasing worldwide (Orueta 2009; Epple & Soye 2010; Petit & Prudent 2010). The CBD Global Island Partnership (GLISPA https://www.cbd.int/island/glispa.shtml;%20visited%202%20Nov%202016) aims to assist islands “in addressing one of the world’s greatest challenges — to conserve and sustainably utilize invaluable island natural resources that support people, cultures and livelihoods in their island homes around the world.” In addition, the Small Island Developing States Action Platform aims to reverse the global decline in biodiversity and calls for support for the efforts of small-island developing States via the Samoa Pathway (see more at http://www.sids2014.org/samoapathway).
IUCN has an important role in island species monitoring and conservation. The Invasive Species Specialist Group (ISSG) of IUCN's Species Survival Commission is central for the implementation of a new initiative aimed at combating invasive alien species on islands. In particular, the IUCN SSC Mid-Atlantic Island Invertebrates Specialist Group aims to monitor the conservation status of invertebrates, among other objectives, in the following islands: Gough, Tristan, St Helena, Ascension, Cape Verde, Canaries, Madeira, Azores, and São Tomé and Príncipe. Many other IUCN SSC groups are devoted to the conservation of island biota, namely the Plant Specialist Groups of the Mediterranean Islands, Cuba, Galapagos, Hawaii, Macaronesian Islands, Madagascar, and Mascarene Islands. Moreover, most of the IUCN specialist groups incorporate island species as targets for red-listing and conservation programs. Importantly, an IUCN SSC group specifically dedicated to species monitoring was recently created, the IUCN SSC -Species Monitoring Specialist Group.
Europe is politically responsible for several overseas territories, most of them islands. The importance of these territories for global biodiversity has been highlighted repeatedly. The Council of Europe, for instance, created a group of experts on European Island Biological Diversity, which produced two recommendations to the Standing Committee, one on “Guidance for Parties on biodiversity and climate change in European islands” (Recommendation No. 146, 2010) and one representing a “Recommendation on the Charter on the Conservation and Sustainable Use of Biological Diversity on European Islands” (Recommendation No. 153, 2011). The European Parliament, on the other hand, approved in 2010 a Preparatory Action inspired by the voluntary scheme for Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services in Territories of European Overseas (BEST), initially proposed by the Message from Réunion (Réunion 2008; Petit & Prudent 2010). The BEST initiative (http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/biodiversity/best/index_en.htm) mobilizes local stakeholders to identify priority areas for action and channels funding from different sources to research and conservation projects. The development of “Essential Biodiversity Indicator Variables” is recognized by BEST as one of the priorities for the European islands. More recently, the International Conference on Biodiversity and Climate Change (see Guadeloupe 2014) proposed a roadmap defining actions to counter biodiversity loss and climate change impacts in the EU Outermost Regions and Overseas Countries and Territories (ORs and OCTs) and their regional neighbours. Climate change and invasive species were recognized as two of the most important threats to islands, and the importance of biodiversity monitoring on islands was reaffirmed.
All 57 Small Islands Developing States (SIDS) are signatories of the Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD) and are therefore committed to conserve and monitor their threatened ecosystems. A range of indicators and associated data sets have been established around the CBD process to monitor biodiversity (see e.g. Butchart et al. 2010; Tittensor et al. 2014; Secretariat of the Convention on Biological Diversity 2014; Stephenson et al. 2015). At the European level, however, the set of biodiversity indicators maintained by the European Environmental Agency is restricted to the mainland and large EU islands, and does not consider the specificities of biodiversity in EU overseas small territories and outermost regions. In fact, France is the only country with a concerted effort for monitoring biodiversity outside continental Europe. The French Foundation for Research in Biodiversity (FRB) compiles an extensive set of biodiversity indicators, chosen to address several strategic societal questions. Some of these indicators target the French overseas departments, covering broad fields like the list of invasive species or the state of coral reefs.
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