
Supplementary file 3:  

 
Fig 1 The number of invasive alien species recorded in the natural and mixed World Heritage sites (WHS) within different 

functional groups 
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Table 1 The most common invasive alien taxa reported in the 241 natural and mixed World Heritage Sites (WHS) globally 

on UNESCO and IUCN websites and in documents available on those websites. The table shows species that were found in 

three or more WHS 

Rank Taxon Common name No. of WHS  Functional group 

1 Rattus spp.  Rat 18 Land mammal 
2 Felis catus Cat 17 Land mammal 
3 Capra hircus Goat 12 Land mammal 
4 Sus scrofa Feral pig 10 Land mammal 
 Lantana camara Lantana 10 Shrub 
5 Mus musculus House mouse 9 Land mammal 
 Oryctolagus cuniculus European rabbit 9 Land mammal 
6 Oncorhynchus mykiss Rainbow trout 7 Fish 
7 Canis lupus familiaris Dog 6 Land mammal 
 Chromolaena odorata Siam weed 6 Shrub 
 Eichhornia crassipes Water hyacinth 6 Aquatic plant 
8 Acacia spp. Wattles 5 Tree 
 Casuarina equisetifolia  Beefwood 5 Tree 
 Mimosa spp. Mimosa 5 Shrub/perennial herb 
 Eucalyptus spp. Gum  5 Tree 
9 Argemone mexicana Mexican poppy 4 Annual herb 
 Bos spp. Cattle 4 Land mammal 
 Cytisus scoparius Scotch broom 4 Shrub 
 Mikania micrantha Mile-a-minute  4 Vine 
 Phytophthora cinnamomi Root rot 4 Microorganism 
 Oreochromis spp. Tilapia 4 Fish 
 Vulpes vulpes Red fox 4 Land mammal 
 Datura stramonium Jimsonweed 4 Annual herb 
 Prosopis spp. Mesquite 4 Tree 
10 Dreissena polymorpha Zebra mussel 3 Marine invertebrate 
 Equus caballus Horse 3 Land mammal 
 Leucaena leucocephala Leucaena 3 Tree 
 Linepithema humile Argentine ant 3 Insect 
 Nyctereutes procyonoides Racoon dog 3 Land mammal 
 Opuntia stricta Erect prickly pear 3 Succulent  
 Parthenium hysterophorus Parthenium 3 Annual herb 
 Pinus nigra Austrian pine 3 Tree 
 Psidium guajava Guava 3 Tree 
 Ulex europaeus Gorse 3 Shrub 

 

 


