Online Resource 2. Description of land cover classes as derived from MODIS MCD12Q1 and collapsed classes used for predicting expected leopard density.
	Initial class
	Description
	Collapsed class

	
Barren
	
≥60% non-vegetated/barren (sand, rock, soil) or permanent snow/ice, <10% vegetation

	
Undeveloped

	Permanent Snow & Ice
	≥60% covered by snow and ice for at least 10 months of the year

	Undeveloped

	Water Bodies
	≥60% covered by permanent water bodies

	Undeveloped

	Urban & Built-Up Lands
	≥30% made up of impervious surfaces including building materials, asphalt, and vehicles

	Developed

	Dense Forests
	Tree cover >60% (canopy >2m height)

	Undeveloped

	Open Forests
	Tree cover 10-60% (canopy >2m height)

	Undeveloped

	Forest/Cropland Mosaics
	Mosaics of small-scale cultivation (40-60%) with >10% natural tree cover

	Developed

	Natural Herbaceous
	Dominated by herbaceous annuals (<2m), ≥10% cover

	Undeveloped

	Natural Herbaceous/Croplands Mosaics 
	Mosaics of small-scale cultivation (40-60%) with natural shrub or herbaceous vegetation

	Developed

	Herbaceous Croplands
	Dominated by herbaceous annuals (<2m), ≥60% cover, >60% cultivated

	Developed

	Shrublands
	>60% shrub cover (1-2m height)
	Undeveloped




