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Table SI1: Specific marketplace search strategies
	Marketplace
	Search strategy
	Extent of search

	amazon.co.uk
	“Paphiopedilum”
	first 20 pages (16 entries per page)

	amazon.com
	“Paphiopedilum”
	first 20 pages (16 entries per page)

	eBay.co.uk
	“Paphiopedilum”; filtered by the relevant gardening section; sorted the result by “Best Match”
	first 200 items (of 298 results)

	eBay.com
	“Paphiopedilum”; filtered by the relevant gardening section; sorted the result by “Best Match”
	first 200 items (of 486 results)

	eBay.com.au
	“Paphiopedilum”; filtered by the relevant gardening section; sorted the result by “Best Match”
	first 200 items (of 370 results)

	facebook.com
	Google using the search terms site: www.facebook.com Paphiopedilum AND sale OR price
	first 100 results (of 244 unique entries)





Table SI2: Descriptive statistics of data set
	Variable Label (Name)
	Measures
	Values

	Price (US Dollars, 2019)
	Mean
Standard Deviation
Maximum
Minimum
	62.6
94.8
1500
1.68

	Barb (Barbata)
Brach (Brachypetalum)
Coch (Cochlopetalum)
Corya (Coryopedilum)
Paph (Paphiopedilum)
Pardal (Pardalopetalum)
Parvi (Parvisepalum)
	Count (out of 1065)
	257
98
73
197
234
72
134

	Amer (America)
Asia (Asia)
Eur (Europe)
Nocou (No country)
	Count (out of 1065)
	617
110
305
33

	Primary Colour
Green (gr)
Pale Yellow (pa)
Purple (pu)
White (wh)
Yellow (ye)
	Count (out of 1065)
	
431
8
11
428
187

	Secondary Colour 
Brown (br)
Green (gr)
Maroon (ma)
Orange (or)
Pink (pi)
Purple (pu)
Red (re)
White (wh)
Yellow (ye)
	Count (out of 1065)
	
89
76
449
24
89
264
15
11
48

	Tertiary Colour
Black Purple (bp)
Green (gr)
Maroon (ma)
None (no)†
Pink (pi)
Purple (pu)
Red (re)
White (wh)
Yellow (ye)
	Count (out of 1065)
	
14
231
125
119
10
216
10
144
196

	Lncfreq
	Mean
Standard Deviation
Maximum
Minimum
	3.83
0.74
4.65
0.00

	Flowering Size (FS)
Near-Flowering Size (NFS)
Seedlings (Seed)
	Count (out of 1065)
	698
182
185

	Lipratio 
	Mean
Standard Deviation
Maximum
Minimum
	1.94
0.42
1.00
3.16

	Spots
	Mean
Standard Deviation
Maximum
Minimum
	0.94
0.82
2
0

	Stripes
	Count (out of 1065)
	426

	Lnrarity
	Mean
Standard Deviation
Maximum
Minimum
	3.11
0.81
4.73
0.69


Note: † If a plant had no Tertiary Colour then it was coded as “None”.
Table SI3: Country and region data
	Country
	Count
	Percentage Region
	Percentage Total

	No Country
	33
	30
	3

	Australia
	25
	23
	2

	China
	7
	6
	1

	Singapore
	6
	5
	1

	Taiwan
	17
	15
	2

	Thailand
	55
	50
	5

	Asia
	110
	100
	10

	Belgium
	8
	3
	1

	Bulgaria
	3
	1
	0

	Europe
	35
	11
	3

	France
	1
	0
	0

	Germany
	127
	42
	12

	Netherlands
	78
	26
	7

	Poland
	21
	7
	2

	UK
	32
	10
	3

	Eur
	305
	100
	29

	USA
	532
	86
	50

	Canada
	85
	14
	8

	Americas
	617
	100
	58




Table SI4: Frequency of each species of Paphiopedilum
	Species
	Count of Species
	
	Species
	Count of Species

	rothschildianum
	59
	
	liemianum
	10

	delenatii
	52
	
	lawrenceanum
	9

	philippinense
	48
	
	helenae
	9

	lowii
	30
	
	leucochilum
	8

	venustum
	29
	
	hangianum
	8

	hirsutissimum
	28
	
	emersonii
	8

	niveum
	27
	
	fowliei
	7

	primulinum
	26
	
	wenshanense
	7

	stonei
	24
	
	javanicum
	6

	callosum
	23
	
	wilhelminae
	6

	gratrixianum
	22
	
	vietnamense
	6

	sukhakulii
	22
	
	charlesworthii 
	6

	bellatulum
	21
	
	kolopakingii 
	5

	micranthum
	21
	
	gigantifolium
	5

	appletonianum
	20
	
	hirsutissimum 
	5

	charlesworthii
	20
	
	druryi 
	5

	henryanum
	20
	
	thaianum
	5

	concolor
	20
	
	acmodontum
	4

	villosum
	19
	
	tigrinum
	4

	superbiens
	18
	
	concolor 
	3

	glanduliferum
	18
	
	coccineum
	3

	haynaldianum
	15
	
	bullenianum 
	3

	sanderianum
	15
	
	villosum 
	3

	spicerianum
	15
	
	argus
	3

	wardii
	15
	
	barbigerum 
	3

	victoria-regina
	14
	
	adductum
	3

	parishii
	14
	
	hennisianum
	3

	tonsum
	13
	
	wardii 
	2

	fairrieanum
	13
	
	bullenianum
	2

	dianthum
	12
	
	venustum 
	2

	malipoense
	12
	
	victoria-mariae
	2

	druryi
	12
	
	vejvarutianum
	2

	barbigerum
	12
	
	hermanii
	2

	barbatum
	11
	
	supardii
	2

	insigne
	11
	
	callosum 
	2

	moquettianum
	11
	
	sangii
	2

	armeniacum
	11
	
	jackii
	2

	purpuratum
	11
	
	tonsum 
	1

	godefroyae
	11
	
	sukhakulii 
	1

	hookerae 
	11
	
	ciliolare
	1

	hookerae
	11
	
	randsii
	1

	tranlienianum
	10
	
	violascens
	1

	exul
	10
	
	papuanum
	1

	mastersianum
	10
	
	praestans
	1

	delenatii 
	10
	
	haynaldianum 
	1

	glaucophyllum
	10
	
	lawrenceanum 
	1

	kolopakingii
	10
	
	areeanum
	1

	dayanum
	10
	
	schoseri
	1





Table SI5: Quantity per seller (anonymised)
	Seller (anonymised)
	Count of Seller
	Seller (anonymised)
	Count of Seller

	1
	303
	42
	4

	2
	80
	43
	4

	3
	78
	44
	4

	4
	73
	45
	4

	5
	64
	46
	3

	6
	60
	47
	3

	7
	59
	48
	3

	8
	54
	49
	3

	9
	53
	50
	3

	10
	53
	51
	3

	11
	49
	52
	2

	12
	46
	53
	2

	13
	39
	54
	2

	14
	32
	55
	2

	15
	31
	56
	2

	16
	27
	57
	2

	17
	23
	58
	2

	18
	23
	59
	2

	19
	21
	60
	2

	20
	20
	61
	2

	21
	20
	62
	2

	22
	19
	63
	2

	23
	17
	64
	1

	24
	15
	65
	1

	25
	13
	66
	1

	26
	12
	67
	1

	27
	12
	68
	1

	28
	9
	69
	1

	29
	8
	70
	1

	30
	8
	71
	1

	31
	8
	72
	1

	32
	7
	73
	1

	33
	7
	74
	1

	34
	7
	75
	1

	35
	6
	76
	1

	36
	5
	77
	1

	37
	5
	78
	1

	38
	5
	79
	1

	39
	5
	80
	1

	40
	4
	81
	1

	41
	4
	82
	1




Table SI6: All 33 three-colour combinations
	Primary
	Secondary
	Tertiary
	Count
	Triple
	Variable Name

	gr
	br
	pu
	79
	('gr', 'br', 'pu')
	gr_br_pu

	gr
	br
	re
	10
	('gr', 'br', 're')
	gr_misc

	gr
	ma
	pi
	10
	('gr', 'ma', 'pi')
	gr_misc

	gr
	ma
	pu
	87
	('gr', 'ma', 'pu')
	gr_ma_bu

	gr
	ma
	wh
	95
	('gr', 'ma', 'wh')
	gr_ma_wh

	gr
	ma
	ye
	31
	('gr', 'ma', 'ye')
	gr_ma_ye

	gr
	or
	ma
	15
	('gr', 'or', 'ma')
	gr_misc

	gr
	pu
	ma
	41
	('gr', 'pu', 'ma')
	gr_pu_ma

	gr
	pu
	no
	11
	('gr', 'pu', 'no')
	gr_misc

	gr
	pu
	wh
	48
	('gr', 'pu', 'wh')
	gr_pu_wh

	gr
	re
	no
	4
	('gr', 're', 'no')
	gr_misc

	pa
	pu
	no
	8
	('pa', 'pu', 'no')
	Oth

	pu
	wh
	ye
	11
	('pu', 'wh', 'ye')
	Oth

	wh
	gr
	ma
	10
	('wh', 'gr', 'ma')
	wh_misc

	wh
	gr
	pu
	26
	('wh', 'gr', 'pu')
	wh_gr_pu

	wh
	ma
	gr
	105
	('wh', 'ma', 'gr')
	wh_ma_gr

	wh
	ma
	no
	1
	('wh', 'ma', 'no')
	wh_misc

	wh
	ma
	ye
	27
	('wh', 'ma', 'ye')
	wh_ma_ye

	wh
	pi
	gr
	21
	('wh', 'pi', 'gr')
	wh_misc

	wh
	pi
	ye
	68
	('wh', 'pi', 'ye')
	wh_pi_ye

	wh
	pu
	gr
	26
	('wh', 'pu', 'gr')
	wh_pu_gr

	wh
	pu
	ma
	11
	('wh', 'pu', 'ma')
	wh_misc

	wh
	pu
	no
	26
	('wh', 'pu', 'no')
	wh_pu_no

	wh
	pu
	ye
	59
	('wh', 'pu', 'ye')
	wh_pu_ye

	wh
	ye
	ma
	48
	('wh', 'ye', 'ma')
	wh_ye_ma

	ye
	gr
	bp
	14
	('ye', 'gr', 'bp')
	ye_misc

	ye
	gr
	no
	26
	('ye', 'gr', 'no')
	ye_gr_no

	ye
	ma
	gr
	68
	('ye', 'ma', 'gr')
	ye_ma_gr

	ye
	ma
	pu
	24
	('ye', 'ma', 'pu')
	ye_misc

	ye
	ma
	wh
	1
	('ye', 'ma', 'wh')
	ye_misc

	ye
	or
	no
	9
	('ye', 'or', 'no')
	ye_misc

	ye
	pu
	no
	34
	('ye', 'pu', 'no')
	ye_pu_no

	ye
	re
	gr
	11
	('ye', 're', 'gr')
	ye_misc


Note: For any Triple<25 have aggregated combinations and used composite variable in the regression models e.g. gr_misc is composed of gr_br_re + gr_ma_pi + gr_ma_wh + gr_or_ma+gr_pu_no + gr+re+no.


[bookmark: _Hlk146620768]Table SI7: Various model specifications to establish robustness of results
	
	OLS: Pri
	OLS: Pri/Sec
	OLS: Pri/Sec/Ter
	MREG: Pri/Sec/Ter
	RE: Pri/Sec/Ter

	Variables
	
	
	
	
	

	Brach
	0.125
	0.214
	0.363
	0.145
	0.221

	Coch
	0.088
	0.208
	-0.049
	0.052
	-0.026

	Corya
	0.778
	0.866
	0.982
	0.790
	0.895

	Paph
	0.294
	0.296
	0.298
	0.101
	0.279

	Pardal
	0.560
	0.696
	0.675
	0.507
	0.649

	Parvi
	0.308
	0.394
	0.544
	0.459
	0.471

	Asia
	0.073
	0.066
	0.095
	0.109
	0.088

	Eur
	-0.258
	-0.275
	-0.263
	-0.311
	-0.259

	Nocou
	0.337
	0.299
	0.304
	0.185
	0.307

	Lncfreq
	0.029
	0.031
	-0.011
	-0.018
	-0.004

	FS
	0.667
	0.690
	0.682
	0.557
	0.670

	NFS
	0.298
	0.335
	0.329
	0.295
	0.318

	Stripes
	-0.024
	0.020
	-0.040
	-0.056
	-0.025

	Lipratio
	0.206
	0.200
	0.200
	0.168
	0.202

	Lnrarity
	-0.080
	-0.084
	-0.116
	-0.089
	-0.108

	Spots
	0.056
	0.045
	0.055
	-0.032
	0.051

	
	
	
	
	
	

	R2
	0.277
	0.299
	0.305
	
	

	Adjusted R2
	0.263
	0.277
	0.281
	
	

	Pseduo R2
	
	
	
	0.187
	

	Log-Likelihood
	-1029.3
	-1012.9
	-1008.4
	
	-1065.33

	AIC
	2100.5
	2091.7
	2090.8
	
	

	BIC
	2204.8
	2255.8
	2274.7
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	Model Tests
	
	
	
	
	

	Breush-Pagan (LM)
	115.692
	142.509
	153.551
	135.778
	115.150

	LM p-value
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000

	Breush-Pagan (F)
	6.362
	4.982
	4.811
	4.173
	7.941

	F p-value
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000

	Jarque-Bera (JB)
	502.29
	566.47
	449.87
	495.77
	772.71

	JB p-value
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000
	0.000

	Skew
	0.920
	0.909
	0.846
	0.873
	1.034

	Kurt
	5.817
	6.076
	5.698
	5.851
	6.624


Notes: Pri = Primary; Sec = Secondary; Ter = Tertiary, OLS = Ordinary Least Squares; MREG = Median Regression; RE = Random Effects Regression


[bookmark: _Hlk146622093]Table SI8: F Test of Joint significance of categorical non-binary variables
	Models
	OLS: Pri
	OLS: Pri
	OLS: Pri

	Variables
	Taxa
	Regions
	Colours

	Degrees of Freedom
	6
	3
	4

	sum_sq
	58.758
	23.246
	12.286

	mean_sq
	9.793
	7.749
	3.071

	F test statistic
	23.73
	18.777
	7.443

	P value
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001

	
	
	
	

	Models
	OLS: Pri+Sec
	OLS: Pri+Sec
	OLS: Pri+Sec

	Variables
	Taxa
	Regions
	Colours

	Degrees of Freedom
	6
	3
	16

	sum_sq
	49.38
	24.481
	31.798

	mean_sq
	8.23
	8.16
	1.987

	F test statistic
	20.329
	20.157
	4.909

	P value
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001

	
	
	
	

	Models
	OLS: Pri+Sec+Ter
	OLS: 
Pri+Sec+Ter
	OLS: 
Pri+Sec+Ter

	Variables
	Taxs
	Regions
	Colours

	Degrees of Freedom
	6
	3
	20

	sum_sq
	51.445
	24.014
	35.908

	mean_sq
	8.574
	8.005
	1.795

	F test statistic
	21.275
	19.862
	4.455

	P value
	<0.001
	<0.001
	<0.001


Notes: Pri = Primary; Sec = Secondary; Ter = Tertiary, OLS = Ordinary Least Squares
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