Supplementary Material 2. The first part (1) contains criteria for accepting an answer as correct/ not correct in case of questions 18, 20-22 from the questionnaire. The second part (2) contains the exact meanings of each category of the present and future roles of the different stakeholders.
(1) Criteria for accepting an answer as correct/ not correct in case of questions 18, 20-22 from the questionnaire
In the case of all four questions listed below correct answers are denoted by “Yes” and not correct answers are denoted by “No”. In cases when no answer was provided, when the information was not enough to clearly determine whether the filler understands the differences or when the answer had no direct connection to the question NA was added.
18. What is biodiversity monitoring?
Lee et al. (2005) defines monitoring as follows: “Monitoring establishes how the inventory changes with time and follows the processes that produce that change.” Here, following their logic we accepted every answer as correct that minimally states that this is done on the flora/fauna and it is something that requires multiple occasions of action. 
20. Is biodiversity inventory already biodiversity monitoring?
In the book Wildlife Study Design (2008) the differences between inventory and monitoring are defined as follows: “inventories are conducted to determine the distribution and composition of wildlife and wildlife habitats in areas where such information is lacking, and monitoring is typically used to understand rates of change or the effects of management practices on wildlife populations and habitats.
21. What is the difference between monitoring of habitat type and target species monitoring?
In the case of habitat type monitoring, we used the definition by Lengyel et al., (2008) “The overall objective of habitat monitoring is to describe and to understand the state and changes in habitat-relevant aspects of biodiversity.”. Target species monitoring was defined as monitoring activity restricted to a target species or taxa (REF). Thus, the baseline to accept any answer as correct if it was clear that the habitat type monitoring includes multiple while the target species monitoring only includes a single species. 
22. What is the relation between bat monitoring and the monitoring of caves as habitats?
Bat monitoring is the monitoring of target species or taxa while monitoring of caves is a habitat type monitoring. Although changes in bat populations might imply changes in caves as habitats the connection is not always direct. We accepted answers where it is clear that although bat monitoring can be a part of cave habitat monitoring but it should be supplemented with the monitoring of other species and factors in this habitat. 
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(2.) Meaning of the categories in the present and future roles of the different stakeholders

Compiling the data: Collecting the data inherent to the monitoring at any level and in any form.
Compiling the report: The stakeholder responsible for assembling and finalizing the EU habitat report.
Coordination: Controlling the monitoring processes.
Data analysis: Analysis of the data compiled during the monitoring and activities connected to the monitoring.
Data collection: Collection of the data as the part of the monitoring program but not the whole process itself. 
Data distribution: Sharing data important for the monitoring process and also sharing data collected during the monitoring with other stakeholders.
Education of the public: Any outreach activity targeting non-professionals to raise awareness or improve the knowledge on topics related to cave conservation.
Financing: Providing the budget or a part of the budget for the monitoring activities.
Improve management: Improve the practices in the management of caves based on the results of the monitoring.
Interpretation: Interpretation of the results gained when analysing the data of the monitoring.
Legislation: Developing legal background.
Monitoring: All the activities connected to the workflow of the monitoring.
Protocol development: Development of the monitoring protocol.
Recruiting: Hiring people to carry out the monitoring and tasks related to the monitoring.
Supervision: Observing the execution of all the processes connected to the monitoring and reporting if something is not working well.
Support data collection: Helping with certain processes during the monitoring, e.g.,
Training: Education of the professionals and volunteers.
Watchdog: Instant reporting when something is out of place e.g. cavers detect rubbish piles within the cave.
