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Methods: Stand characteristics and ground vegetation survey 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Stand growth characteristics were determined according to (Dobbertin and Neumann (2010). For the determination of the number of trees all trees with a diameter at breast height bigger than 5 cm at within the intensive research area of 0.25 ha were counted. The basal area of these trees was determined based on dendrometer measurements. Furthermore, the mean diameter at breast height of the trees counted was determined. Tree height was assessed at a selection of sample trees at within the monitoring plot in order to construct diameter-height curves. The mean stand height of the intensive study area is determined as The height of the beech stands determined gives the mean stand height of the intense study are, which is determined as the height of the mean basal area diameter trees as derived from the diameter-height curve. Resulting standing volume of the research forests was calculated according to Bergel (1973). Ground vegetation survey also covered the complete intensive research area (Canullo et al. 2010). Here only the determined plant community is presented.
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