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ADDITIONAL ANALYSES: NON-COMPARATIVE MEASURE OF MORAL CONCERN
	The measure of moral concern presented in the main text involved participants reporting the extent to which a messenger held moral concern for a criticized target group, relative to the victim group. For robustness, in Studies 2 and 3 we included a second, non-comparative measure of moral concern which asked participants to report the extent to which a messenger held moral concern for a criticized target at an absolute level. Results are similar when this non-comparative measure of moral concern is substituted in analyses.
Study 2
The two item measure of moral concern used in the main text correlated moderately (r = .582, p < .001) with the second non-comparative two-item measure of moral concern, in which participants responded to two general statements: the author “generally believes that Democrats are _______ people” and the author “generally ___________ the concerns and issues Democrats face,” on the seven-point scales respectfully anchored from 1= “very immoral” to 7 = “very immoral,” and 1 = “completely ignores” to 7 = “cares a lot about” (r = .389, p < .001).
As with the other measure of moral concern, participants inferred that the messenger had more moral concern for the criticized target group (i.e., Democrats) when the messenger expressed dual rather than singular concern (Mdual = 4.20, SD = 1.35; Msingular+positive = 3.68, SD = 1.27), t(137) = 2.307, p = .023. Thus, H1 was again supported on the non-comparative measure.
Inferences of moral concern also positively predicted agreement with the criticism using the non-comparative measure, B = .470, SE = .110, p < .001. A simple mediation bootstrapping procedure with 5,000 simulations (dual concern = 1 positive control condition =0) revealed a significant indirect effect of these moral concern inferences on agreement with the criticism (95% CI = [.0432, .4854]), again supporting H3: the non-comparative measure of concern also mediated the positive effect of dual concern on agreement with the criticism.
Study 3
The two-item measure of moral concern used in the analyses in the main text correlated highly (r = .749, p < .001) with a second non-comparative two-item measure of moral concern, in which participants responded to two general statements: Steven Coffey “generally believes that [Conservatives/Liberals] are _______ people” and the author “generally ___________ the concerns and issues [Conservatives/Liberals] face,” on the seven-point scales respectfully anchored from 1= “very immoral” to 7 = “very immoral,” and 1 = “completely ignores” to 7 = “cares a lot about” (r = .683, p < .001).
As with the other comparative measure of moral concern, participants inferred that the CEO had greater moral concern for the target group when the message expressed dual concern than singular concern (Mdual = 4.77, SD = 1.21; Msingular = 2.82, SD = 1.12), t(187) = 11.59, p < .001. Thus, H1 was also supported using the non-comparative measure: dual concern increased the perception that the messenger had moral concern for the criticized target group.
[bookmark: _Hlk67515692]The non-comparative moral concern measure predicted agreement with the criticism, B = .504, SE = .094, p < .001. A simple mediation bootstrapping procedure with 5,000 simulations (dual concern = 1, positive control condition = 0) revealed a significant indirect effect of moral concern inferences on agreement with the criticism (95% CI = [.9867, 1.390]). Thus, H3 was also supported on the non-comparative measure: dual concern strengthened the CEO’s perceived moral concern for the criticized group, thus bolstering members of the criticized group’s agreement with the criticism.
Inferences of moral concern also positively predicted purchase intentions using the non-comparative moral concern measure, B = .599, SE = .081, p < .001. A simple mediation bootstrapping procedure with 5,000 simulations (dual concern condition = 1, positive control condition = 0) revealed a significant indirect effect of moral concern inferences on purchase intentions (95% CI = [.8191, 1.550]). Thus, H5 was again supported on the non-comparative measure: dual concern strengthened the CEO’s perceived moral concern for the criticized group, thus bolstering members of the criticized group’s purchase intentions at that CEO’s company.











PILOT STUDY METHODS
Pilot Study 1: We recruited 374 Amazon Mechanical Turk (MTurk) participants (234 female, 134 male, 2 other/decline, MAge = 35.32) for a study titled, “Simple Political Survey.” Participants who self-identified as liberal or conservative completed the study; other participants were redirected to an unrelated study. All participants passed an instructional reading check (see page 24 of the Appendix).
Participants within each ideological group were randomized to the Critical Messenger or Target Group Member role. Liberal (Conservative) participants assigned to the Critical Messenger role first indicated whether or not they agreed that their ideological opponents (e.g., Conservatives or Liberals) were “hurting America and hurting many different groups in America.” Those who responded, “yes,” to this statement (150 of 160 Liberals responded “yes,” and 87 of 112 Conservatives responded “yes”) became Critical Messengers. Those who answered “no” were redirected to a different study and did not complete this study. Because of the potential for many “no” responses, we randomly assigned more participants to the Critical Messenger role than the Target Group Members role.  
The Critical Messengers, who criticized their ideological opponents for harming others, then indicated which of two statements about their ideological opponents they agreed with more. One statement indicated concern for the criticized group, reading: “Conservatives (Liberals), like anyone, deserve a voice, and their concerns should be heard. We should care for Conservatives (Liberals).” The second statement indicated no concern for the criticized group, reading: “Conservatives (Liberals) do not deserve a voice, and their concerns should not be heard. We should not worry about caring for Conservatives (Liberals).”
The Target Group Members (79 Liberal, 52 Conservative) were randomly assigned to not receive the critical statement. Target Group Members were asked to estimate the percentage of people in the opposite ideology (Critical Messengers) who agreed with the concern statement versus the non-concern statement. That is, Liberal (Conservative) Target Group Members estimated how many Conservatives (Liberals) who criticized Liberals (Conservatives) for harm also showed concern for Liberals (Conservatives) by selecting the concern versus non-concern statement.

Pilot Study 2: Two hundred and sixty-five MTurk participants (152 female, 112 male, 1 not reported, MAge = 34.25) completed a study about current events. All participants passed an instructional reading check (see page 24 of the Appendix).
Following a similar format to Pilot Study 1, participants indicated whether they agreed that police discrimination against Black Americans is one of the “most important issues” in the United States. Participants who said “yes” (N = 172) became the Critical Messenger group, and participants who said “no” (N = 93) became the Target Group Members, who should be skeptical of the criticism of the messengers because they indicated that this issue is not important.
We assessed the dual concern of Critical Messengers by asking to them to indicate “yes” (agreement) or “no” (disagreement) with a statement about how police officers are victims of “many unfair and harmful policies” and should receive more benefits and support. 
Target Group Members were shown the same concern statement for the police (i.e., victims of “many unfair and harmful policies”) and asked to estimate what percentage of people (i.e., Critical Messengers) who said “yes” to the first statement (i.e., police discrimination against Black Americans is one of the “most important issues”), would also say “yes” to this second statement—that is, Target Group Members estimated Critical Messengers’ rate of dual concern. 

PILOT STUDY 1 MATERIALS

Participants were admitted into the study if they identified as liberal or conservative at start of survey. 


Critical Messengers
Note: These materials are shown as they were presented if the participant identified as a liberal. If the participant identified as conservative, the words liberal and conservative were interchanged in these materials.

Do you generally agree with the statement?
 Conservative Americans are doing things that are hurting America and hurting many different groups in America. I am concerned about this harm Conservatives are causing. 
Yes
No
*only participants that answered “yes” continued as Critical Messengers, others were re-directed to an alternative study. 
Which statement best describes your opinions about Conservatives?
-Conservatives like anyone deserve a voice and their concerns should be heard. We should care for Conservatives.
-Conservatives do not deserve a voice and their concerns should not be heard. We should not worry about caring for Conservatives.


Target Group Members
Note: These materials are shown as they were presented if the participant identified as a liberal. If the participant identified as conservative, the words liberal and conservative were interchanged in these materials.


Recently on Mechanical Turk, we asked some people who identified as Conservative whether they agreed with the statement below. Many of them agreed. 
 
Liberal Americans are doing things that are hurting America and hurting many different groups in America. I am concerned about this harm Liberals are causing. 
 
 
We then asked the Conservatives who agreed with the statement about a second question. You will indicate how you think these Conservatives answered the second question.

[Page Break]
 
Consider the Conservatives who agreed with this statement. 
 
Liberal Americans are doing things that are hurting America and hurting many different groups in America. I am concerned about this harm Liberals are causing. 


 
We then asked them to pick which statement of these two statements represented their opinions. 


Liberals like anyone deserve a voice and their concerns should be heard. We should care for Liberals.

Liberals do not deserve a voice and their concerns should not be heard. We should not worry about caring for Liberals.

 
What percent of these Conservatives do you think chose each statement? Divide up 100 percentage points between the two statements.

_____ Liberals like anyone deserve a voice and their concerns should be heard. We should care for Liberals.

_____ Liberals do not deserve a voice and their concerns should not be heard. We should not worry about caring for Liberals.

PILOT STUDY 2 MATERIALS

We will present an issue that some people see as one of the biggest issues, other people see it as somewhat of an issue, and others don't see it as an issue. 

What are your thoughts?

[Page Break]
Do you generally agree with the following statement?
Police discrimination against Black Americans is one of the biggest and most important issues of our time. Black Americans are frequently racially discriminated against by the United States Police Forces in very harmful and extremely unfair ways and it should be a great focus of our concern. 
Yes
No

Critical Messengers
For those that answered “yes” to the first statement


Now for another statement.

Do you generally agree with the following statement? 
The United States Police Forces are the victim of many unfair and harmful policies. The Police Force should be getting better benefits and health care, better bulletproof vests, and better shifts.
Yes
No

Target Group Members
For those that answered “no” to the first statement

Consider the people on Mechanical Turk who answered "yes" to the statement you just answered "no" to.
 
Of the people who answered "yes" to generally agreeing with this statement . . . 
 
Police discrimination against Black Americans is one of the biggest and most important issues of our time. Black Americans are frequently racially discriminated against by the United States Police Forces in very harmful and extremely unfair ways and it should be a great focus of our concern. 

 
What percent of those people also then answered "yes" to generally agreeing with this statement  . . . 

The United States Police Forces are the victim of many unfair and harmful policies. The Police Force should be getting better benefits and health care, better bulletproof vests, and better shifts.
 
_______ (enter a number 0 to 100)


STUDY 1 MATERIALS

We are academic researchers. We are interested in your opinions about debates about M-Turk.

On the platform you are called a "Worker", organizations that post hits and pay Workers are "Requesters."

Over the next few pages you will read a statement from a tech industry professional. Then you will provide your thoughts.


Singular Concern + Positive Statement Condition 
*each statement was presented on a different page, then re-presented on one page as a summary*

"I like Workers, but let's make things better for Requesters."
 
"I like Workers, yet Workers need to be better to Requesters."

"M-Turk Workers are great people, but they are hurting Requesters."
 
"I like Workers a lot, yet I am concerned for the Requesters. I think that Workers are often unfair to Requesters. Workers often take surveys quicker than they should and do bad work. Workers' work should be regulated more tightly. This needs to change."


Singular Concern Condition 
*each statement was presented on a different page, then re-presented on one page as a summary*

"Let's make things better for Requesters"

"Workers need to be better to Requesters"

"Workers are hurting Requesters."

"I am concerned for the Requesters. I think that Workers are often unfair to Requesters. Workers often take surveys quicker than they should and do bad work. Workers' work should be regulated more tightly. This needs to change."


Dual Concern Condition
*each statement was presented on a different page, then re-presented on one page as a summary*

"Let us make things better for Requesters and Workers."


"Workers need to be better to Requesters, and Requesters need to be better to Workers"

"Workers are hurting Requesters and Requesters are hurting Workers."
 
"First, I am concerned for Requesters. I think that Workers are often unfair to Requesters. Workers often take surveys quicker than they should and do bad work. Workers' work should be regulated more tightly. Second, I am concerned for Workers. Requesters often create confusing assignments. Many Requesters do not even thank Workers. Requesters often have a dismissive attitude toward Workers and Workers' concerns. Both of these things need to change."


Agreement Measure

How much do you agree with this sentence? 
“Workers are often unfair to Requesters.”
Strongly Agree
Agree
Somewhat agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Somewhat disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree

How much do you agree with this sentence? 
“Workers’ work should be regulated more tightly.”
Strongly Agree
Agree
Somewhat agree
Neither agree nor disagree
Somewhat disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree



Inferences of Moral Concern Measure

The person from the statement you read generally believes Requesters are __________ morally superior to Workers. 
1 = not at all, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = very much


When taking action to help Requesters, the person from the statement would ____________ about any negative impacts for Workers.
1 = not be concerned at all, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = be very concerned 


STUDY 2 MATERIALS

Participants were admitted into study if answered that Generally Democrat best describes their political identity versus Generally Republican or Neither of the above / Other / Decline to State.


On the next page you will read a statement from a political blog by a "political independent" named Johnson Michael. 

The questions will ask you to provide your thoughts about the statement.


Singular Concern + Positive Statement Condition

Johnson Michael: Independent

"I want Republicans to be treated better."
 
I like Democrats a lot. I think they are good people, but they are too mean to Republicans. This is why I am concerned for how mean people are being to Republicans.
 
For instance, there is a lot of cruel prejudice against Republicans by Democrats. Republicans are generally good people. I like Democrats, but they are more hateful towards Republicans than they should be.
  
I want Republicans to be treated better.
 

Dual Concern Condition


Johnson Michael: Independent

"I want Republicans and Democrats to both be treated better."
 
I think Democrats and Republicans are both too mean to each other. This is why I am concerned for how mean people are being to both Democrats and Republicans.
 
For instance, there is a lot of cruel prejudice against Republicans by Democrats. Republicans are generally good people. Democrats are more hateful towards Republicans than they should be. Democrats should treat Republicans better and be more respectful to them.
  
Similarly, Republicans are often very mean and prejudiced against Democrats. Republicans should also treat Democrats nicer.
 
I want Republicans and Democrats to both be treated better.


Agreement Measure

How much do you agree with the following statement made by the author?

"There is a lot of cruel prejudice against Republicans by Democrats."
1 = strongly disagree, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = strongly agree


Inferences of Moral Concern Measure

For the following questions, consider the beliefs of Johnson Michael, the blogger who wrote the statement you read. 


*Two-Item Measure*

Johnson Michael generally believes Republicans are __________ morally superior to Democrats. 
1 = not at all, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = very much

When taking action to help Republicans, Johnson Michael would ______________  about any negative impacts for Democrats.
1 = not be concerned at all, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = be very concerned about

*Two-Item Non-Comparative Measure*

Johnson Michael generally believes that Democrats are _________ people.
1 = very immoral, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = very moral

Johnson Michael generally ___________ the concerns and issues Democrats face.
1 = completely ignores, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = cares a lot about


STUDY 3 MATERIALS

Participants were recruited via Prolific for a study about news articles. Using Prolific filters, we posted study openings for participants who had reported that they were Republicans and participants who had reported that they were Democrats. To confirm participants’ political affiliation, participants began our survey by indicating their political affiliation (Democrat, Republican, Independent, or none of these) embedded among other demographic variables (e.g., age, gender, education, ethnicity, income). Participants always viewed a message that was critical of the ideology associated with their political party affiliation. That is, Republicans were randomly assigned to read either a singular or dual concern message that was critical of conservatives (i.e., either message A or B). Democrats were randomly assigned to read either a singular or dual concern message that was critical of liberals (i.e., either message C or D).

Please read this excerpt of a news article about the CEO of an outdoor sports company.


A. Singular Concern Condition (assigned to Republicans)

CEO of outdoor sports store criticizes Conservatives
 
Steven Coffey, the CEO of a popular outdoor sports store who identifies as an Independent politically, recently stated: "Modern conservative ideology is hurting different groups of Americans."

Coffey told the newscaster: "Certain policies endorsed by Conservatives are not well thought-out and are having negative effects. Conservatives really need to reconsider some of their policies moving forward or it will set the country on a problematic path."

B. Dual Concern Condition (assigned to Republicans)


CEO of outdoor sports store criticizes Conservatives and calls attention to the challenges Conservatives face
 
Steven Coffey, the CEO of a popular outdoor sports store who identifies as an Independent politically, recently stated: "Modern conservative ideology is hurting different groups of Americans."
 
Coffey told the newscaster: "Certain policies endorsed by Conservatives are not well thought-out and are having negative effects. Conservatives really need to reconsider some of their policies moving forward or it will set the country on a problematic path."

Coffey followed this up by expressing clear concern for Conservatives and calling attention to the challenges that Conservatives face: "Conservatives, like anyone, deserve a voice, and their concerns should be heard. I often see how Conservatives are ignored and mocked, and how their concerns aren't taken seriously. Conservatives don't get the attention and respect that they deserve. We should care more for Conservatives and listen to them."

He ended by saying, "I am critical of modern conservatism, but I am also concerned about how Conservatives are treated in this country."
C. Singular Concern Condition (assigned to Democrats)

CEO of outdoor sports store criticizes Liberals
 
Steven Coffey, the CEO of a popular outdoor sports store who identifies as an Independent politically, recently stated: "Modern liberal ideology is hurting different groups of Americans."

Coffey told the newscaster: "Certain policies endorsed by Liberals are not well thought-out and are having negative effects. Liberals really need to reconsider some of their policies moving forward or it will set the country on a problematic path."

D. Dual Concern Condition (assigned to Democrats)


CEO of outdoor sports store criticizes Liberals and calls attention to the challenges Liberals face
 
Steven Coffey, the CEO of a popular outdoor sports store who identifies as an Independent politically, recently stated: "Modern liberal ideology is hurting different groups of Americans."
 
Coffey told the newscaster: "Certain policies endorsed by Liberals are not well thought-out and are having negative effects. Liberals really need to reconsider some of their policies moving forward or it will set the country on a problematic path."

Coffey followed this up by expressing clear concern for Liberals and calling attention to the challenges that Liberals face: "Liberals, like anyone, deserve a voice, and their concerns should be heard. I often see how Liberals are ignored and mocked, and how their concerns aren't taken seriously. Liberals don't get the attention and respect that they deserve. We should care more for Liberals and listen to them."

He ended by saying, "I am critical of modern liberalism, but I am also concerned about how Liberals are treated in this country."


Purchase Intentions Measure

If you needed a product from an outdoor store, how likely would you be to…

… consider shopping at this store
1 = very unlikely, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = very likely

… choose this store over another outdoors store
1 = very unlikely, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = very likely

… feel comfortable shopping at this store
1 = very unlikely, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = very likely


Agreement Measure

How much do you agree with the following statements?

"Modern [conservative/liberal] ideology is hurting different groups of Americans."
1 = strongly disagree, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = strongly agree

"[Conservatives/Liberals] need to reconsider some of their policies."
1 = strongly disagree, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = strongly agree


Inferences of Moral Concern Measure

For the following questions, consider the beliefs of Johnson Michael, the blogger who wrote the statement you read. 

*Two-Item Measure*

Steven Coffey generally believes [Liberals/Conservatives] are __________ morally superior to [Conservatives/Liberals]. 
1 = not at all, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = very much

When proposing actions to help Americans, Steven Coffey would ______________  about any negative impacts for [Conservatives/Liberals].
1 = not be concerned at all, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = be very concerned about

*Two-Item Non-Comparative Measure*

Steven Coffey generally believes that [Conservatives/Liberals] are _________ people.
1 = very immoral, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = very moral

Steven Coffey generally ___________ the concerns and issues [Conservatives/Liberals] face.
1 = completely ignores, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7 = cares a lot about

STUDY 4 MATERIALS

Participants admitted that answered “yes” to statements they currently live in California and that they agree that “California is awesome. I enjoy California.” 


Message: Singular Concern Condition


Recently Trevor Carlson wrote an editorial article about California.
 
In the article, California is seen as in the wrong.
 
 After writing the article, the author stated: 
 
"I see how California is wrong and needs to stop certain behaviors."
 
[Page Break]
 
Summary of the author's article.

Article: California is unfairly treating Mexico. 
 
California is unfairly treating Mexico. California is unfairly treating Mexico and its people in many ways. Much of this is because of California’s economic policies with Mexico. California needs to make more efforts to strongly reach out to Mexico. 
 
 
 


Message: Dual Concern Condition

[Page Break]

Recently Trevor Carlson wrote two editorial articles about California.
 
In the first article, California is seen as in the wrong. In the second article about a different topic, California is seen as a victim of other forces. 
  
After writing the two articles, the author stated: 
 
 "I see how California is wrong and needs to stop certain behaviors.  But I also see how California is often the unfair victim of other forces and deserves our care." 
 
 [Page 2]

Summaries of the author's two articles.


Article 1: California is unfairly treating Mexico. 
  
California is unfairly treating Mexico. California is unfairly treating Mexico and its people in many ways. Much of this is because of California’s economic policies with Mexico. California needs to make more efforts to strongly reach out to Mexico. 
 
  
Article 2: California is the victim of unfair treatment by the US government. 
 
But one must also have sympathy for California. Unrelated to its relations with Mexico, California is the victim in another story. The United States government continues to unfairly engage with California, restricting many of its dealings and business practices that would improve things for California and Californians. 
 
 
 
 Agreement Measure

What are your thoughts? First, how much do you agree with this statement from the author?
California is unfairly treating Mexico and its people in many ways.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Somewhat agree
Somewhat disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree

How much do you agree with this statement from the author?
California needs to make more efforts to strongly reach out to Mexico.
Strongly Agree
Agree
Somewhat agree
Somewhat disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree


 
Inferences of Moral Concern Measure

When proposing action to help Mexico, the author would _________ any negative impacts on California. 
1 = completely ignore
2 = ignore
3 = slightly ignore
4 = neither ignore nor care about
5 = slightly care about
6 = care about 
7 = completely care about 

The author probably thinks that California is _______ Mexico 
1 = very morally inferior to
2 = morally inferior to
3 = slightly morally inferior to
4 = just as moral as
5 = slightly morally superior to
6 = morally superior to
7 = very morally superior to



STUDY 5 MATERIALS


The next part of the survey will deal with controversial issues. To help us set up your custom issue, please answer the following question. 

What is the name of a group you often have strong disagreements with? 
Liberals
Conservatives
Atheists
Christians
Rural People
Urban People
Elderly
Millennials
Students
Working Class

[Page Break]
Today you will see a campaign from Stop Now. 

The text presentation is styled after Stop Now's posters. 

You will provide your thoughts on Stop Now's poster campaign. It relates to an answer from a previous question, so hopefully you will find the discussion relevant. 




Singular Concern Condition

Next you will see a poster of Stop Now's current campaign. 

Stop Prejudice Against 
*Selected Group*
 
 
Visit our website to learn more about the unfair specific prejudices 
*selected group* face at school, at work, and in the media. 
 
Stop Now



Dual Concern Condition

Next you will see a poster of Stop Now's current campaign and a poster of their past campaigns. 

Stop Prejudice Against 
*Selected Group*
 
 
Visit our website to learn more about the unfair specific prejudices 
*selected group* face at school, at work, and in the media. 
 
Stop Now






Stop Prejudice 
Everywhere 
 
Our campaigns have included stopping prejudice against
 
Liberals
Conservatives
Atheists
Christians
Muslims
Rural People
Urban People
Elderly
Millennials
Minorities
Students
Americans
Internationals
Working Class
 
Visit our websites to learn the different unfair prejudices each group faces. 
 
Stop Now


Agreement Measure

How much do agree with the statement by Stop Now's current campaign that there is "unfair specific prejudices *selected group* face at school, at work, and in the media."
Strongly Agree
Agree
Somewhat agree
Somewhat disagree
Disagree
Strongly disagree


Inferences of Moral Concern Measure

The next two questions ask you to "fill in the blank." 
 
Choose the best response from the choices below the prompt to complete the sentence about what you think Stop Now believes and would do.

 When designing an intensive policy intended to reduce discrimination against *selected group*, Stop Now would ___________ any negative impacts on other groups of people in America.
1 = completely ignore
2 = ignore
3 = slightly ignore
4 = neither ignore nor care about
5 = slightly care about
6 = care about 
7 = completely care about 
Stop Now probably thinks that *selected group* in the United States are _______ compared to others in the United States. 
1 = very morally superior to
2 = morally superior to
3 = slightly morally superior to
4 = just as moral as
5 = slightly morally inferior to
6 = morally inferior to
7 = very morally inferior to





READING CHECKS
For all studies conducted on Mechanical Turk, participants were only admitted into the study if they passed a reading check. The reading checks were all very similar across studies, but were altered so they would seem more related to the topic of the survey. 

Pilot Studies

What news source do you like the best?

This is a reading check. We ask this because we want to know about different things and different things are important. We want to know if you are paying attention. This is a reading check. To indicate that you are paying attention, select 'Night Spotlight'. This helps us to know an important thing about you. Whether you are reading or not. Thanks for reading! 

So this question is not so much about new as it is about something else.

What is your choice?

Answers included 10 distractors, a none/no favorite, and Night Spotlight

*Admitted if Night Spotlight selected.

Study 1

First, after you leave M-Turk today, what new website are you most likely to visit?

We want to know if you are paying attention. This is a reading check. To indicate that you are paying attention, select 'News Follow'. 

So this question is not so much about news as it is about something else.

What is your favorite?

Answers included 10 distractors, a none/no favorite, and News Follow.

*Admitted if News Follow was selected.

Study 2 / Study 5

First, let us know, what is your preferred news story outlet?

This is a reading check. We ask this because we want to know about different things and different things are important. We want to know if you are paying attention. This is a reading check. To indicate that you are paying attention, select 'News Three'. This helps to know an important thing about you. Whether you are reading or not. Thanks for reading! 

So this question is not so much about news as it is about something else.

What is your favorite?

Answers included 10 distractors, a none/no favorite, and News Three.

*Admitted if News Three was selected.


Study 4

First, let us know, what is your favorite flavor of ice cream to get in California?

This is a reading check. We ask this because we want to know about different things and different things are important. We want to know if you are paying attention. This is a reading check. To indicate that you are paying attention, select 'Peppermint Licorice'. This helps us to know an important thing about you. Whether you are reading or not. Thanks for reading! 

So this question is not so much about ice cream as it is about something else.

What is your favorite?

Answers included 10 distractors, a none/no favorite, and Peppermint Licorice.

*Admitted if Peppermint Licorice was selected.
