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 Summary of the Seven Phases of Meta-ethnography
	Phase 
	Description

	1. Getting started
	Identifying the issue of interest and deciding whether a synthesis is needed and the suitability of meta-ethnography as a medium though which to explore the issue

	2. Deciding what is relevant
	Identifying and selecting studies to synthesise

	3. Reading the studies
	Repeated reading of the studies, familiarising with and collating key concepts/metaphors/themes

	4. Determining how the studies are related
	Determining the relationship between the studies to be synthesized i.e. comparing key concepts/metaphors/themes and identifying similarities or differences to decide what type of translation is indicated e.g. reciprocal/refutational

	5. Translating the studies into one another
	Comparing key concepts within and across the studies to check meaning and organising them to construct new interpretations, expressed as third order constructs

	6. Synthesising translations
	 Described as ‘making the whole into something more than the parts alone imply’. Creating an over-arching conceptual interpretation of the new third order constructs in the form of a line of argument synthesis

	7. Expressing the synthesis
	Communicating the synthesis to the target audience
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