Electronic Supplementary Material 4 Analysis of Ellenberg indicator values. For each plot at each point in time, Ellenberg indicator values were determined as the unweigted mean of the indicator values of the species present (including mosses and lichens). Correlation coefficients were determined for the relation between these indicator values and the plot's scores on the first four axes. These correlation coefficients were used as an aid to the ecological interpretation of the axes presented in the main text.
Table 1 Pearson correlation coefficients of the correlation between the sample scores on the first four DCA axes and (unweighted) mean Ellenberg indicator values per plot / year combination. Absolute values >0.5 are printed in bold. Number of observations: 386, number of species: 276
% expl. var (Ellenberg) = percentage variance in the sample scores explained by the Ellenberg indicator values given;

% expl. var (species) = percentage variance in the species' abundances explained by each axis (=λn/Σλ)
	
	axis 1
	axis 2
	axis 3
	axis 4

	light
	-0.37
	0.51
	-0.50
	0.14

	moisture
	-0.82
	-0.45
	0.00
	0.03

	acidity
	-0.65
	0.57
	0.30
	0.00

	nutrients
	-0.57
	0.23
	0.51
	0.05

	salinity
	-0.59
	0.70
	0.10
	0.04

	% expl. var (Ellenberg)
	92.2%
	88.5%
	64.2%
	3.0%

	% expl. var (species)
	5.6%
	4.8%
	3.6%
	2.4%
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